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CABINET 

DATE: 17th November 2022 

 

Outcomes of Statutory Consultation on Proposals for the Coquet 

Partnership 

Report of Joint Interim Director of Children’s Services: Audrey Kingham 

Cabinet Member: Guy Renner Thompson 
Report Prepared By: Sue Aviston 

 

Purpose of Report 

This report sets out an analysis of the representations and responses received from 
interested parties and stakeholders during the four-week statutory consultation, which 
commenced on 22 September and closed on 20 October 2022, in relation to proposals for 
the Coquet Partnership.  The report also sets out an analysis of the responses received to 
the four-week statutory consultation in relation to proposals for Barndale House Special 
School, which was also published 22 September 2022 and closed on 20 October 2022.  
The two published statutory proposals set out the following proposed prescribed changes 
to the schools within the Coquet partnership and to Barndale House Special School: 

 

• Extend the age range, from 9 years to 11 years, for Amble First School, Amble Links 
First School, Broomhill First School, Red Row First School and Grange View First 
School from 1st September 2024. 

• Reducing the age range, from 9 to 18 years to 11 to 18 years, for James Calvert 
Spence College commencing on 1st September 2024. 

• To create a satellite provision of Barndale House School on the South Avenue, 
Amble site from 1st September 2024.   

• Increase the planned pupil numbers at Barndale House School from 60 to 110 from 
1st September 2024. 

 
Cabinet is asked to make a final decision on whether or not to approve the prescribed 
changes for schools in the Coquet Partnership and for Barndale House Special School, as 
set out in the Statutory Proposals, for implementation with effect from 1st September 2024.    
At the same time, Cabinet is requested to consider and approve the non-statutory proposal 
to extend the age range of Grange View Church of England First Schools with effect from 
1st September 2024 as it is linked to the other proposals outlined above.  
 
Recommendations 
 
The Committee is recommended: 
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1) In the light of the prescribed changes and the non-statutory changes set out in the 
statutory proposal published on 22 September 2022 for schools in the Coquet 
Partnership and all the information provided in this report (taking into account the 
Statutory Guidance from the Department for Education’s (DfE) ‘Statutory Guidance 
for proposers and decision-makers: ‘Making significant changes (‘prescribed 
alterations’) to maintained schools attached at Appendix 4, agree to:  
 

• Approve the Council’s statutory proposal to extend the age range of Amble 
First School from an age 4-9 first school to an age 4-11 primary school and 
the non-statutory proposal to relocate the school to the part of the current 
site of James Calvert Spence College, South Avenue, Amble with effect from 
1 September 2024; 

• Approve the Council’s statutory proposals to extend the age range of Amble 
Links First School from an age 2-9 first school to an age 2-11 primary school 
and expand the school building with effect from 1 September 2024; 

• Approve the Council’s statutory proposals to extend the age range of 
Broomhill First School from an age 3-9 first school to an age 3-11 primary 
school and expand the school building with effect from 1 September 2024; 

• Approve the Council’s statutory proposals to extend the age range of Red 
Row First School from an age 3-9 first school to an age 3-11 primary school 
and expand the school building with effect from 1 September 2024; 

• Approve the Council’s proposals to reduce the age range of James Calvert 
Spence College from an age 9-18 school to an age 11-18 secondary school 
with effect from 1 September 2025; 

 
All of the above conditional upon  

• the granting of planning permission by 31 August 2024 in relation to the 
proposed building works at Amble Links, Broomhill and Red Row First 
Schools, proposed buildings works for Amble First School at the current site 
of James Calvert Spence College, South Avenue site and in relation to the 
construction and refurbishment of the new school buildings for James Calvert 
Spence College. 

 
2) In the light of the non-statutory changes included in the above statutory proposal for 

information in relation to Grange View Church of England Voluntary Controlled First 
School, agree to 
 

• Approve the Council’s non-statutory proposals to extend the age range of 
Grange View Church of England Voluntary Controlled First School from and 
age 3-9 first school to an age 3-11 primary school and extend the school 
building with effect from 1 September 2024; 

 

3) In the light of all the information provided in this report and taking into account the 
Statutory Guidance from the Department for Education’s (DfE) ‘Statutory Guidance 
for proposers and decision-makers: ‘Making significant changes (‘prescribed 
alterations’) to maintained schools attached at Appendix 4, approve for 
implementation the following prescribed changes as set out in the statutory 
proposal for Barndale House Special School published on 22 September 2022; 

 

• Increase the number of pupil places at Barndale House Special School by 50 
places from 60 to 110 places for children and young people diagnosed with 
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special educational needs, primarily those with Autistic Spectrum Disorder 
(ASD), Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH), Speech Language and 
Communication (SLCN) and Moderate Learning Difficulties (MLD) 

• To facilitate the above increase in planned places, create a satellite site of 
Barndale Special School to be located within part of the current James 
Calvert Spence College, South Avenue site in Amble.  

 
The above conditional upon the granting of planning permission in relation to the 
proposed buildings works for Barndale House Special School at the current site of 
James Calvert Spence College by 31 August 2024. 

 
4) Approve the allocation of £39.06m from the funding sources set out at para. 38, 

Table 6 towards the capital costs required to support the implementation of the 
prescribed changes set out in Recommendation 5 and 7 above. Full details of the 
capital costs required for implementation are set out at paras. 38. to 40. 
 

5) Approve the Outline Business Case contained as Appendix 3 to allow the project to 
progress with option 5 as the preferred option to detailed design, procurement and 
submission of a planning application for the project. Note the outcomes of the 
procurement exercise will be reported back to Cabinet in the form of a Final 
Business Case (FBC) in order to seek final approval for the award of contract 
programmed for October 2023. 

 
6) When formulating its decision, Cabinet is recommended to take into account: 

 

• The responses received to the Statutory Proposals and the commentary 
contained within this report at paras. 18-19. 

• The implications of the proposals on schools and the local community as set 
out in the Statutory Proposals attached at Appendix 1 and 2. 

• The implications for Home to School Transport of the statutory proposals as 
set out in this report. 

• The Outline Business case for James Calvert Spence College attached at 
Appendix 3. 

• The need to review Cabinet’s capital investment in schools in the Coquet 
Partnership and the potential impact on the building solution for the satellite 
site of Barndale House Special School should it decide not to approve the 
proposal to reorganise the schools to a 2-tier(primary/secondary) structure. 

 
Link to Corporate Plan  
 
These proposals are most closely linked to the Council’s priority for Learning (achieving 
and realising potential), but it is also strongly linked with the priority for Connecting (having 
access to the things you need). 
 
Key Issues  
 
1. At its 21st September 2022 meeting, Cabinet approved the publication of statutory 

proposals on 22nd September 2022 setting out prescribed changes to re-organise the 
Coquet Partnership to a 2-tier (primary/secondary) system of education as well as the 
proposal to provide additional specialist SEND places within the Coquet Partnership to 
take effect from 1st September 2024.  This decision was made following a six-week 
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informal consultation which took place between 11th May and 29th June 2022 (all during 
school term-time). 

 
2. The rationale for the proposals and the outcomes of the informal consultation are set 

out in the report of the Joint Interim Director of Children’s Services dated 21st 
September 2022 and included in the Background Papers to this report.  A summary of 
the informal consultation is provided in paras. 9-13 of this report.   

 
3. The statutory proposal was published on the Council’s website and a brief notice 

placed in the Northumberland Gazette on 22 September 2022 in line with the statutory 
guidance set out in the DfE’s ‘Statutory Guidance for Proposers and Decision-Makers: 
‘Making significant changes (‘prescribed alterations’) to maintained schools’ which is 
attached as Appendix 4.  Copies of the statutory proposals were sent to the required 
interested parties set out in the guidance within one week of the publication.  The 
publication of the statutory proposal opened a four-week period of formal statutory 
consultation that closed at midnight on 20 October 2022.  During that time all interested 
parties were invited to submit comments, in the form of written representations, 
including support for or objections to the proposals by the required deadline of midnight 
on 20 October 2022 in line with the statutory requirements.  No meetings on formally 
published proposals take place during the statutory period.   

 
4. Nine representations were received, in response to the Statutory Proposal by the 

deadline, and fell into the following groups: 
 

• 7 Governing Bodies of schools within the Coquet Partnership 

• Governing Body of Barndale House School 

• Newcastle Diocesan Education Board 
 
5. The representations received have been taking into account by officers when forming 

the recommendations set out in this report.  The main comments and themes 
submitted in the representations during the statutory period are set out paras. 18-19 of 
this report with commentary, while the full representations are included in the 
background papers to this report.  

 
6. In making their decision, Cabinet are able to: 
 

• Reject the proposals; 

• Approve the proposal without modification; 

• Approve the proposal with modifications, having consulted the local authority and/or 
governing bodies (as appropriate); or 

• Approve the proposal (with or without modification) conditional upon the granting of 
planning permission by 31 August 2024 in relation to the proposed building works.   

 
7. Cabinet should note that within the statutory guidance, the decision-maker is 

recommended to “not simply take account of the numbers of people expressing a 
particular view.  Instead, they should give the greatest weight to responses from those 
stakeholders likely to be most affected by the proposal – especially parents of children 
at the affected school(s).”  Cabinet should also note that the purpose of the statutory 
consultation was to seek the views of interested parties on a qualitative basis in relation 
to the robustness of the proposals educationally in order to inform the decision-making 
process of the Council’s Cabinet.  Therefore, it is not the intention that these results are 
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used as a referendum on the proposal.  In the light of the rationale for the proposal and 
in consideration of feedback received during the informal consultation and the statutory 
period, Cabinet are recommended to approve the proposals. 

 
8. Cabinet should note that the decision on the statutory proposals set out in this report 

must be made by no later than 20 December 2022 or else must be referred to the 
Schools Adjudicator for a decision.  Furthermore, whether or not Cabinet approves the 
proposals set out in this report, the following bodies have the right to appeal the 
decision to the Schools Adjudicator within 4 weeks of the decision being made: 

 

• The Church of England Diocese of Newcastle 

• The Roman Catholic Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle  

• The Governors of Grange View Church of England First School. 
 

Should an appeal be submitted, the Schools Adjudicator would make a decision in 
relation to the relevant school(s) for which the appeal is submitted. 
 
The other schools named in the statutory proposals for Coquet Partnership are 
community schools, as is Barndale House Special School, and as such have no rights 
of appeal to the Schools Adjudicator. 

 
Background 
 
Summary of Rationale and Informal Consultation in relation to schools in the 
Coquet Partnership and Barndale House Special School 
 
9. On 10 May 2022, Cabinet approved the commencement of informal consultation on 

proposals to: 
 

• change the organisation of schools in the Amble Partnership from the current first, 
middle and high structure to a 2-tier (primary/secondary) structure.   

• increase pupil places at Barndale House Special School, through the creation of a 
satellite school, in Amble.   

 
10. The rationale for the proposals are detailed in the reports of the Executive Director of 

Adult Social Care and Children’s Services, 10 May 2022 and the Joint Interim Director 
of Children’s Services, 21 September 2022. 

 
In summary, the rationale for the proposals was: 

 
a) The need to provide assurance to Cabinet that the allocation of funding towards the 

replacement/refurbishment of buildings for James Calvert Spence College approved 
in 2016 would be invested within a school structure that supported viable and 
sustainable schools at all phases of the educational journey if children and young 
people living in the Coquet area. 

b) To take the opportunity to include discussions of how to address the predicted 
growing demand for specialist provision within the Coquet area (which is 
symptomatic of demand across the county), especially in relation to additional 
provision for young people with primary needs in Social, Emotional and Mental 
Health and Autism.  This discussion was particularly relevant in light of the Council’s 
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objective to have appropriate educational provision for all children and young 
people as close to their home communities as possible. 

 
11. Informal consultation on proposals for reorganisation of schools in the Coquet 

Partnership (outwith NCEA Warkworth Primary School which is already a primary) to a 
2-tier, primary/secondary structure commenced and discussions on SEND provision in 
the Coquet Partnership area began on 11 May for six school week, concluding on 29 
June 2022 in line with DfE guidance.  The intention of this informal consultation was to 
gauge the views of all stakeholders, but especially those most affected by the 
proposals e.g. educational professionals and parents of pupils within the Coquet 
partnership of schools.  Informal consultation in relation to schools is not a referendum 
but an opportunity to consider all views and on balance consider what is in the best 
educational interest of the students most impacted whilst being mindful of the impact 
on other stakeholders and parties. 

 
12. Full details of the informal consultation, data analysis and commentary on feedback 

received from consultees are provided in the Joint Interim Director of Children’s 
Services report dated 21st September 2022 are provided in the Background Papers to 
this report.  In summary, feedback from consultees was as follows: 

 
a) The Governing Bodies of all first and primary schools in the Coquet Partnership 

supported the proposal for the reorganisation of the whole partnership to a 2-tier 
(primary/secondary) structure; 

b) The Governing Body of James Calvert Spence College welcomed the capital 
investment in schools in the partnership and committed to making whatever system 
of organisation was approved work for the benefit of children and young people in 
the Coquet area; 

c) The Governing Body of Barndale Special School supported the opportunities for 
improving specialist provision across the partnership that the expansion of the 
school onto a satellite site in Amble would bring. 

d) 92% of other consultees who responded supported the proposed reorganisation to a 
2-tier (primary/secondary) structure across the Coquet Partnership. 
 

13. Considering the educational rationale for the proposals, Cabinet approved the 
publication of the statutory proposals on 21st September 2022 as set out in the Key 
Issues of this report.   

 
Representations submitted during the statutory period and commentary 
 
14. Statutory Proposals in relation to proposals for reorganisation of schools in the Coquet 

Partnership and for the increased in planned pupil numbers at Barndale House Special 
School were drafted in accordance with The School Organisation (Prescribed 
Alterations to Maintained Schools) (England) Regulations 2013 and published on the 
Council’s website on 22 September 2022.  It should also be noted that a link to a copy 
of the proposals for Barndale House Special School was sent directly to parents of all 
pupils on roll at the school as required in the relevant DfE guidance. 

 
15. The publication of the two Statutory Proposals opened a four-week statutory period 

during which time interested parties were invited to submit written comments in the 
form of representations, either in support of or objecting to the proposals by midnight 
on 20 October 2022. 
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16. Following the publication of the statutory proposal for the schools in the Coquet 
Partnership, 7 representations were received each of the Governing Bodies in the 
partnership.  In relation to the statutory proposal for Barndale House Special School, 1 
representation was received, which was from the Governing Body.   The Newcastle 
Diocesan Education Board submitted a joint representation with respect to both 
statutory proposals.  Summaries of the representations received for each statutory 
proposal are set out in paras. 18 and 19. 

 
17. As highlighted at para. 15, Cabinet should note that the purpose of the statutory 

consultation was to seek the views of interested parties on a qualitative basis in relation 
to the robustness of the proposals educationally in order to inform the decision-making 
process of the Council’s Cabinet.  Therefore, it is not the intention that these results are 
used as a referendum on the proposals.   

 
Summary of representations, themes arising and commentary 
 
18. Proposal for reorganisation of the Coquet Partnership to a 2-tier (primary/secondary) 

structure 
 

Summary of Response from Amble First School’s Governing Body 
 

The Governing Body’s view is that the children in the community have to be at the 
heart of the decision and believe that a move to two-tier is by far the most preferable 
for the following reasons:   

 

• First schools have desired these changes for a number of years. 

• It would allow Amble First to move to the middle school site and enable expansion. 

• The change to a two-tier system fits in well with key stages. 

• If approved, primary and secondary schools would continue to develop good 
working relationships to ensure a smooth transmission from primary to secondary. 

• Disruption from Covid, and the significant impact this has had on SEMH needs, 
could be met in smaller more inclusive settings. 

• It would address the problem of splitting a key stage, enabling all children to study 
the same curriculum topic within a setting which addresses repetition issues.   

 
Commentary 

 
The Governing Body’s support of the statutory proposal for schools in the Coquet 
Partnership and rationale is noted. 
 
Summary of Response from Amble Links First School’s Governing Body 
 
The Governing Body of Amble Links First School expressed unanimous support in 
favour of the proposals for the reorganisation of maintained schools in the Coquet 
partnership for the reasons summarised below: 
 

• The completion of key stage 2 on one site which fits in with the national curriculum 
and other areas in the county/country.   

• It would enable children to move at a point when they are more emotionally 
resilient.   

• It would contribute to keeping children in the Coquet partnership. 
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• It would enable SEND children to be educated locally. 

• It would provide confidence in the leadership, governance and staffs’ ability to 
ensure high quality provision. 

• It would enables the capital investment to be used for the good of all children in the 
partnership. 

• The plans to relocate Amble First and provide separate additional SEND facilities 
are welcome.   

• All first schools in the partnership are in favour of the changes and opportunities it 
brings to improve outcomes.   

 
There were a number of points that the Governing Body wanted to have noted: 
 

• They are keen to work with the County Council to ensure that Amble Links has 
excellent facilities that will support young people within the partnership for years to 
come. 

• Should changes be agreed, the Governors hoped that proposed plans of work to 
school buildings are shared at the earliest opportunity. 

• Points which Governors would like to be considered as part of the decision-making 
process eg.: 

o Current buildings to be upgraded appropriately to ensure that the 
infrastructure is modified to cope with the additional pupils and staff.  All 
facilities need to be fit for purpose and work done to the highest standard. 

o Better value would be achieved by making any necessary modifications, 
upgrades and improvements to the school building at the same time as the 
addition of classrooms.  

o No one school in the partnership to appear to be better equipped or 
resourced than others.  

o The opportunity to have significant input into the final design of any additional 
buildings as the school is in the best position to understand the 
movement/flow of pupils and parents around the school. 

o Desire that funding will be available to schools to support initial set up costs 
that are unlikely to be sustainable within normal budgets.  Appreciate that 
some resources from JCSC may follow pupils but these may not be suitable 
to the new Primary Schools’ curriculums or buildings.  It would be 
inappropriate and not long-term cost effective if they were furnished with 
unsuitable furniture and resources rather than those which will ensure 
excellence into the future. 

 
Commentary 
 
The Governing Body’s support of the statutory proposal for schools in the Coquet 
Partnership and rationale are noted.  In relation to building works required to make first 
school buildings suitable for the teaching and learning of Years 5 and 6, work has 
already been undertaken to identify the appropriate works that would be required to be 
undertaken at each school, with indicative costs (refer to paras. 38-40) in order to 
support reorganisation to a 2-tier (primary/secondary) structure.  Should the proposal to 
reorganise schools in the Coquet Partnership be approved, Council Officers and 
contractors would work closely with each school to ensure that their views are reflected 
within the parameters of the works required to support reorganisation.   
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In relation to resources, it should be noted that there would be no specific revenue 
funding associated with the reorganisation to a 2-tier(primary/secondary structure) of 
schools.  However, the revenue budgets of first schools becoming primary would 
increase as a result of having additional year groups, while the physical resources 
(including furniture) currently used by JCSC for Years 5 and 6 would be shared 
appropriate among the new primary schools.  The new primary schools would also be 
able to allocate part of their own revenue budget towards new resources should they 
wish. 
 
Summary of Response from Broomhill First School’s Governing Body 
 
It is the desire of Broomhill First School’s Governing Body to offer the best possible 
education for pupils in the Coquet partnership, whilst reducing the number of pupils 
travelling into neighbouring partnership as well as ensuring the long-term viability of the 
schools in the partnership.  The reasons are summarised as follows: 
 

• Consistency of learning and teaching – Key Stage 2 begins in the first schools with 
the final two years completed in the middle school.  The partnership has aimed, 
over the years, to work together to ensure the split learning is well-matched 
between first schools, so that the children are equally prepared for the transition.  
This has become increasingly challenging, particularly following the publication of 
the Ofsted Inspection Framework in 2019.  Each school has work exceptionally 
hard to ensure their curriculum is ambitious, vertically integrated and rigorously 
planned.  However, the context of each school within the partnership is different and 
despite the relatively close geographical proximity, each school has now developed 
a curriculum that appropriately meets the individual needs of their unique school 
population.  A result is that pupils complete Year 4 with a well-rounded, but 
nuanced, education which then presents added complexity for the middle school 
who must plan a curriculum that builds on this diverse range of starting points and 
prepare the pupils to meet the expected standard for the end of this key stage.  
Governors believe that each first school is best placed to continue the educational 
journey of pupils in their school to the end of key stage 2.  In addition, the 
accountability for the academic and pastoral progress of each pupil lies with one 
establishment.   

• Pupil Progress – Whist all pupils make progress at different rates it is recognised 
that nationally there is an attainment gap between disadvantage and non-
disadvantaged pupils.  Whilst schools across the country have worked to diminish 
this gap, attainment and progress data across the Coquet partnership shows that 
the current system is negatively impacting most on pupils from socio-economically 
disadvantaged backgrounds.  Governors believe that first/primary schools are better 
able to support these pupils, as pastoral intervention is more successful when deep 
routed well-established relationships are already developed.   

• Transition Issues – Practicalities of arranging a smooth transition, in the middle of a 
key stage, has historically proven difficult and continues to do so.  The additional 
time and resources could be better used to secure positive academic and personal 
outcomes for pupils their current setting. 

• Earmarked Funding – Governors are grateful for the investment to improve 
outcomes for pupils across the partnership and to bring our educational settings up 
to a standard that would allow them to best prepare pupils for life in the modern 
world.  Before this funding is formally allocated the Governors feel it is essential to 
consider the long-term structure of the partnership in order to meet the needs of all 
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pupils, including those with increasingly complex additional needs, many of whom 
are currently educated in settings across the county.  The funding would allow all 
schools within the partnership to make significant improvements to their premises 
which would provide richer educational experiences in building that are not only fit 
for purpose but are also set up to extend what can be offered to our communities.   

• Safety – The Governors continue to be concerned with the proximity of the school 
access to the busy B1330 and lack of car parking facilities.  The possibility of car 
parking and new access point has been discussed and the Governors are more 
than happy to work with the Local Authority to talk about how this may be achieved 
in the future in order to protect the safety of children, staff and the wider community. 

 
In summary the Governors’ stated that the implementation of the primary/secondar 
system would: 
 

• provide stability, consistency and continuity for pupils throughout their primary 
and secondary years, which is in line with the National Curriculum and end of 
key stage assessments;   

• would remove the phase transfer in the middle of key stage 2, enabling schools 
to take full accountability for whole key stages; 

• bring school estates up to the standard of other schools across Northumberland 
who have buildings fit for the 21st Century. 

 
The Governing Body gave assurances that they had the commitment, drive and 
determination to make this proposal work with the support of Northumberland County 
Council and capital investment.   
 
Commentary 
 
The Governing Body’s support of the statutory proposal for schools in the Coquet 
Partnership and its rationale are noted.   
 
The indicative capital costs to enable the first schools in the Coquet Partnership to 
become primary schools have been established and are set out at para. 38, and it is 
these costs that Cabinet is asked to approve to support the reorganisation.  Council 
Officers recognise the concerns of the Governing Body in relation to the school’s 
proximity to the B1330 and should Cabinet approve the implementation of the proposal, 
it is confirmed that they will work with the Governing Body towards identifying a solution 
to improve the safety of pupils, their families and the wider community. 
 
 
Summary of Response from Grange View C of E First School’s Governing Body 
 
The Governing Body want to offer the best possible education for all pupils whilst 
ensuring the long-term viability of schools within the partnership.  In support of moving 
to a two-tier approach the governors provided the following rationale: 
 

• Consistency of learning and teaching – the current key stages of the national 
curriculum means there is a natural break at the end of key stage two.  
Accountability lies with one establishment, and it avoids repetition that often 
happens at middle school with non-core subjects.   



- 11 - 

• Pupil Progress – partnership data shows that the current system is negatively 
impacting most on disadvantage pupils.  Governors believe that if pupils remain in 
the same setting for the remainder of time in key stage 2 they are already confident 
and familiar with the school’s procedures and teacher which would help build on 
prior learning. 

• Parental Pressure – governors are aware of escalating parental dissatisfaction with 
the current system and the increasing move to a two-tier system in neighbouring 
partnerships.  The move to a two-tier system would bring the partnership in line with 
the rest of the country.   

• Transition Issues – historically arranging a smooth transition, whilst in the middle of 
a key stage, has proven difficult.  The time and effort could be spent accelerating 
the progress of pupils in their current settings.   

• Earmarked Funding – prior to investment the governors felt it was essential to 
consider the long-term structure of the partnership to ensure the money is spent 
effectively to meet the educational needs and wellbeing of the children.  By 
becoming primary, Amble First, would require a new building and there is an 
opportunity to do this within the re-development of James Calvert Spence College.  
The Governors also welcomed, and were supportive of, the proposals for SEND 
provision within the partnership.   

 
The Governing Body believed that implementation of primary/secondary would provide 
stability, consistency, remove phase transfer in the middle of a key stage and enable 
the remaining schools to take full accountability for whole key stages.  Successful 
implementation of this system will highly likely begin to stem the flow of pupils to other 
schools outside the partnership. 
 
The Governors of Grange View First School gave assurance that they have the 
commitment, drive and determination to make this proposal work. 
 
Commentary 
 
The Governing Body’s support of the statutory proposal for schools in the Coquet 
Partnership and rationale is noted. 
 
Summary of Response from Red Row First School’s Governing Body 
 
The Governing Body of Red Row First School confirmed that it's response to the 
informal consultation still stands, and that response is summarised below. 
 

• Governors are keen for all children within Red Row, and the partnership, to receive 
the best education possible.   

• The transition at key stage 2 has a huge impact on children and is often unsettling.  
At Red Row are keen to maintain and progress our children to achieve the best they 
can.   

 
The Governing Body confirmed it is fully supportive of two tier.   
 
Commentary 
 
The Governing Body’s support of the statutory proposal for schools in the Coquet 
Partnership and rationale is noted. 
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Summary of Response from NCEA Warkworth C of E Primary School’s Governing 
Body 
 
The Governing Body wished to add their support for the proposals for the Coquet 
Partnership.  They believe it will bring consistency across the partnership, providing 
good primary education for children.   
 
Governors are also pleased to note the inclusion of local special education provision.   
 
Commentary 
 
The Governing Body’s support of the statutory proposal for schools in the Coquet 
Partnership and rationale is noted. 
 
Summary of Response from James Calvert Spence College’s Governing Body 
 
The James Calvert Spence College’s Board of Governors share a commitment to the 
community and their children and view the consultation on the structure of schools in 
the partnership as an opportunity to provide our community with the education structure 
that is most suited to the children now and in the future.   
 
While the Governors are committed to the current structure of James Calvert Spence 
College, they understand that they must now consider other options for how education 
in the partnership is structured.  Whatever the outcome, the Governors and James 
Calvert Spence College will work tirelessly to make either system a success.  Their 
focus is to provide the best possible education for the children in our community, work 
for them and unite our partnership education system.   
 
The Governors did have some operational concerns which they would like to better 
understand, e.g. financial implications and staffing protocol, during any transition 
period. 
 
The Board of Governors have a shared commitment with our colleagues across the 
Coquet Partnership to the best outcome for our children and young people and to the 
communities we all serve.   
 
Commentary 
 
The Governing Body of JCSC’s support of the current structure is noted, as is their 
commitment to working with other schools across the partnership to support whatever 
structure is approved to be in place in order to provide the best educational pathway for 
the children and young people of the Coquet area. 
 
Summary of Response from Newcastle Diocesan Board of Education 
 
The Board wished their previous submission to the informal stage of the consultation to 
be accepted as their formal response to this statutory consultation.  Their response is 
summarised below: 
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• The Newcastle Diocesan Education Board (NDEB) wishes to ensure that the best 
local solutions are carefully looked at for the entire local community, not just the 
church schools and that all schools work effectively together for the benefit of all 
children within that community.   

• The Board is supportive of the proposal to develop local specialist provision within 
the partnership and for it to be located within the current James Calvert Spence 
College building.   

• The Board hoped that the outcomes will provide a clear direction for the future of 
the schools going forwards, ensuring the best educational interests of all of the 
children across the Coquet partnership can be met. 

 
The Board fully support the move to two tier and the investment in our Church of 
England family of schools as well as the provision for SEND being improved in the local 
area based at James Calvert Spence College.  
 
Commentary 
 
NCEB’s shared support of the Council’s desire that schools work effectively together 
for the benefit of all children and young people in the Coquet area is welcomed, as is 
their support of the development of specialist provision through the creation of a 
satellite site of Barndale House Special School in Amble. 

 
19. Proposal for the increase in pupil numbers at Barndale House Special School through 

the creation of a satellite site in Amble 
 

The Governing Body of Barndale House School wished to reiterate the response they 
submitted during the period of informal consultation which is summarised as follows: 
 

• Welcomes the local authority’s enthusiasm, support and confidence in the school.  It 
is incredibly humbling that the Coquet partnership would want to work 
collaboratively with our provision. 

• Recognise what our role would be and the opportunities it would provide: 
o SEND hub that mainstream schools can use for CPD, intervention and 

outreach. 
o Bringing professional services together on a single site. 
o Children receiving support in their locality  
o Securing outcomes for SEND pupils through all Schools in Coquet 

partnership, and improved SEND provision in the north of Northumberland.  
o Specialist support base for those pupils needing early intervention.  

• Acknowledge that whilst the proposal brings opportunities it also brings some 
challenges and as a Governing Body they would want to ensure that: 

o Barndale can provide an excellent quality of education over both sites in fit 
for purpose environments. 

o The transitional phase is transparent and allows growth at an appropriate 
rate. 

o Capacity is built to ensure effective strategic and operational leadership over 
both sites. 

o Barndale can continue to make decisions regarding the admissions of places 
to ensure pupils needs can be met appropriately. 

o Our pupils and parents are clear that the extended provision would not result 
in a move of pupils from their current peer group. 
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o There is sufficient capacity to build a specialist hub of services in both 
provisions to ensure that the locality can be supported. 

• Governors are a strong body of people who have a genuine interest and personal 
investment in young people with SEND and as such feel their viewpoints represent 
the wider school community and an advocate for children and young people with 
SEND.  

 
However, the governors and headteacher would have to feel confident the building 
could be designed/upgraded to be fit for purpose, there was adequate furniture and 
resources to meet the needs of pupils and the site was appropriately developed for 
outdoor play.  The governors do have further concerns regarding recruitment, due to 
the current shortages regionally, but think this is something that many schools are 
facing. 
 
Commentary 
 
The Governing Body’s support of the Council’s statutory proposal to increase the 
number of pupils of Barndale House Special School through the creation of a satellite 
site in Amble is noted and welcomed.  Their desire to grow the provision in an 
organised and transitional way is noted and supported by the Council. Should the 
proposal to create a satellite site of Barndale be approved, Council Officers and 
contractors would work closely with the school to ensure that the identified building is 
refurbished appropriate to meet the needs of this vulnerable group of children and 
young people. 
 

Conclusion and Recommendation 
 
20. Proposal for reorganisation of the Coquet Partnership to a 2-tier (primary/secondary) 

structure 
 

While only representations from the schools in the Coquet Partnership and from NDEB 
have been received during the statutory period, all first and primary schools are 
supportive of the proposal to move to a 2-tier(primary/secondary) structure, while the 
Governing Body of JCSC has given its commitment to working closely with the other 
schools for the benefit of the children and young people in the Coquet area.  In the 
absence of contrary information, it is to be assumed that parents and the wider 
community of the Coquet area are content for the reorganisation of their local schools 
to proceed. 
 
Cabinet is therefore recommended to approve the implementation of the statutory 
proposal to reorganise the Coquet Partnership to a 2-tier (primary/secondary) structure 
with effect from 1 September 2024 (refer to Appendix 1 for the full proposal).   

 
21. Proposal for the increase in pupil numbers at Barndale House Special School through 

the creation of a satellite site in Amble 
 

Again, only the Governing Body of Barndale House Special School and NDEB have 
responded to the statutory proposal to create a satellite site in Amble.  However, both 
the Governing Body and NDEB are very supportive of the proposal to create local 
specialist provision for children and young people with primary needs in SEMH, ASD, 
MLD and SLCN in the Coquet area. 
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Cabinet is therefore recommended to approve the implementation of the statutory 
proposal to increase in pupil numbers at Barndale House Special School through the 
creation of a satellite site in the current JCSC building at South Avenue with effect from 
1 September 2024 (refer to Appendix 2 for the full proposal). 

 
Proposed Model for school reorganisation in the Coquet Partnership 
 
22. Current structure of school organisation in the Coquet Partnership 
 

Table 1 - Current Structure of schools in Coquet Partnership 

School Number on 

Roll in Jan 

2022 

Capacity (net number 

of children able to be 

educated in the 

school building) 

Forms of Entry 

(size of classes 

in each year 

group) 

Planned 

Admission 

Number 

(PAN) 

Amble First 108 150 1FE 30 

Amble Links First 129 138 1FE 30 

Broomhill First 66 75 0.5FE 15 

Grange View CE First 83 150 1FE 30 

Red Row First 83 120 1FE 29 

*NCEA Warkworth CE 

Primary School 

139 159 0.83FE 25 

JCSC 735 inc 

sixth 

form  

1058 4FE 120 

*NCEA Warkworth CE Primary already has provision for pupils to the end of Year 6 but is shown in 
this model for completeness. 

 
23. Proposed Model of school organisation for implementation in the Coquet Partnership 
 

Table 2 – Proposed 2-tier (primary/secondary structure of schools in Coquet Partnership 

School Number on 

Roll in Jan 

2022 

Planned Capacity (net 

number of children 

able to be educated in 

the school building in 

Reception to Year 6) 

Planned Forms of 

Entry (number of 

classes in each 

year group) 

Planned 

Admission Number 

(PAN  - number of 

children in each 

class) 

Amble First 108 (150) 210 1FE 30 

Amble Links First 129 (138) 210 1FE 30 

Broomhill First 66 (75) 105 0.5FE 15 

Grange View CE First 83 (150) 210 1FE 30 

Red Row First 83 (120) 210 1FE 30 

NCEA Warkworth CE 

Primary School 

139  159 0.83FE 25 

JCSC 735 inc 

sixth form  

810 4FE 120 
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*NCEA Warkworth CE Primary already has provision for pupils to the end of Year 6 but is shown in 

this model for completeness. 

 
Proposed Model for increase in Planned Pupil numbers for Barndale House Special 
School 
 
24. In light of the lack of specialist provision currently within the Coquet Partnership area 

and the growing number of children and young people being diagnosed with a primary 
need in ASD and SEMH across the county, including in this area, it is proposed that 
Barndale House Special School would increase its planned pupil numbers from 60 to 
110  in order to operate a satellite site in Amble.   Over time, this would enable pupils 
with SEND who live in the Coquet area to attend provision close to their home 
communities in line with the Council’s objectives. 

 
25. It is proposed that the satellite site would be designated for pupils aged 4 to 16 with 

primary needs in ASD, SEMH, SLCN and MLD and would have capacity for 50 pupils.  
It is also proposed that this provision would grow in a phased and managed way and 
that no pupils living in the Coquet area who already attend specialist provision would 
be compelled to transfer to this provision. 

 
26. In addition to the main objective of creating local specialist provision within the Coquet 

area, the Council also supports the objectives of the Governing Body of Barndale 
House Special School, as set out in their response to this consultation. As being: 

 

• Creation of a SEND hub within the Coquet Partnership that mainstream schools 
can use for Continuous Professional Development, intervention and outreach. 

• Bringing professional services together on a single site. 

• Securing outcomes for SEND pupils through all schools in Coquet partnership, 
and improved SEND provision in the north of Northumberland. 

• Specialist support base for those pupils needing early intervention. 

 
Education Standards and Diversity of Provision 

 

27. Current Ofsted outcomes of schools in the Coquet Partnership 

• Amble First – Good (November 2019) 

• Amble Links First – Good (September 2021) 

• Broomhill First – Good (March 2017) 

• Red Row First – Good (December 2017) 

• Grange View CE First – Good (March 2019) 

• JCSC – Good (September 2022) 

 

22. Education Outcomes of mainstream schools in Coquet Partnership 

Key Stage 1 (First School Phase): Key Stage 1 (KS1) assessments, which are taken 

by children at the end of Year 2, are not published.   

Key Stage 2 (James Calvert Spence): Key Stage 2 (KS2) assessments did not take 
place in 2020 and 2021 and the outcomes of individual school KS2 assessments in 
2022 are not yet available.  The last available data for the Coquet Partnership is from 
2019 set out in Table 4.   
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Table 3 

% Pupils meeting the expected standard in reading, writing and maths 

James Calvert Spence College 27% 

Northumberland Average 66% 

England Average 65% 

 
The KS2 results achieved by JCSC in 2019 were the lowest in Northumberland, with 
the next lowest score achieved by a school in the county being 53%.  Headline national 
data from the DfE indicates that for the academic year 2021/22, KS2 attainment in 
reading, writing and maths combined has fallen to 59%, down from 65% in 2019. 

Key Stage 4 (James Calvert Spence):  

The last verified outcomes at GCSE (Key Stage 4) for JCSC were in summer 2019 as 
set out in Table 1.  The DfE has stated that due to the unprecedented change in the 
way GCSE results (KS4) were awarded in the summer terms of 2020 and 2021 and the 
resulting significant changes to the distribution of the grades received (in comparison to 
exam results), pupil level attainment in 2020/21 and 2019/20 is not comparable to that 
of the previous exam years for the purposes of measuring changes in pupil 
performance.   

 
Table 4 – GCSE results, JCSC 
  GCSE 2019 

Progress 8      (0 = 

Expected Progress) 

JCSC -0.02 

Northumberland 

average 

-0.12 

England average -0.03 

%Achieving Grade 5+ 

inc Eng and Maths 

JCSC 38% 

Northumberland 

average 

43% 

England average 43% 

Attainment 8   (higher 

figure is best) 

JCSC 45.5 

Northumberland 

average 

46.5 

England average 46.7 

 
JSCS’s results in 2019 at GCSE are stronger in comparison at both county and 
national (England) level, being positioned 11th out of 16 high/secondary schools in 
Northumberland at that point. 
 

28. Diversity of Provision 
 

In relation to the statutory proposal to reorganise all mainstream schools in the Coquet 
Partnership to a 2-tier (primary/secondary, the current diversity of provision would 
remain in place as there are no proposals to close any schools or any proposals to 
change the character of any schools.  The overall premise of the proposal to increase 
standards across the partnership and provide viable and sustainable schools through 
the retention of increasing numbers of local students within the Coquet educational 
pathway. 
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The proposal to increase the number of planned places of Barndale House Special 
School through the creation of a satellite site at Amble would increase diversity of 
provision in the partnership as there is currently no specialist provision located within 
the Coquet area. 

 
Equal Opportunities Issues 

 
29. The Equalities Impact Assessment which considers the impact of the statutory 

proposals to reorganise schools in the Coquet Partnership and to increase planned 
pupil numbers at Barndale House Special School is included at Appendix 5 of this 
report. 

 
Overall, the equality analysis for both statutory proposals did not identify any potential 
for discrimination or adverse impact and all opportunities to promote equality have 
been taken.  Furthermore, the equality analysis did identify a number of positive 
impacts of the proposals. 

 
Community Cohesion 

 
30. It is envisaged that children and young people living in the Coquet area would continue 

to learn about other cultures, faiths and communities through implementation of a 
broad and balanced curriculum in their schools. 

 
The implementation of specialist provision within the Coquet Partnership would provide 
an opportunity for children and young people in mainstream schools in the area to gain 
a broader understanding of students who have additional needs which would benefit 
them all.  

 
Transport, Travel and Accessibility 

 
31. Eligibility for Home to School Transport in Northumberland is arranged in accordance 

with the Council’s Home to School Transport Policy.   
 

The statutory proposal to reorganise the schools in the Coquet Partnership to a 2-tier 
(primary/secondary) structure would enable pupils in the primary years to stay longer 
within their local village schools and communities as they would be retained into Years 
5 and 6.  These pupils would therefore have shorter journey times to school during 
those years which would be beneficial, as well as there being a small saving to the 
Council’s home to school potentially. 
 
In relation to the increase of planned pupil numbers of Barndale House Special School, 
the primary reason for the statutory proposal is to create specialist provision within the 
Coquet Partnership area in order to provide an appropriate education to this group of 
vulnerable students as close as possible to their home communities.  However, an 
additional benefit of this proposal is that it would reduce the costs of the Council’s 
Home to School Transport budget simply by enabling students to access their 
education more locally. 

 
Implementation Plan and Timeline 
 
32. Reorganisation of schools in the Coquet Partnership and timeline 
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Amble First, Amble Links First, Broomhill First, and Red Row First Schools and Grange 
View Church of England Voluntary Controlled School would extend their age ranges 
and reorganise to become primary schools with effect from 1 September 2024 in a 
phased way.  The schools would retain Year 5 in September 2024 and would then 
retain Year 6 in September 2025. 

 
JCSC would reduce its age range in a phased way with effect from September 2024.  
The school would not receive a Year 5 intake in September 2024 at which point it 
would have an interim age range of 10-18 years, and then from September 2025 and 
subsequent years the school would have a final age range of 11 to 18 years, with 
transition into Year 7 only from that point.  However, parents would be able to apply for 
a place at any other appropriate school according to parental preference, subject to a 
place being available. 
 

If this statutory proposal is approved, the further detailed work on building costs 
outlined previously would begin immediately in order to work towards proposed works 
to first schools being completed in time for the first phase of reorganisation in 
September 2024.  Capital funding for the replacement/ refurbishment of the JCSC 
buildings is neither dependent on nor would it preclude the implementation of this 
statutory proposal. As stated previously, the Outline Business Case for the proposed 
building solution for JCSC approval by Cabinet is included in the Background Papers to 
this report. 

The following timeline relates to the implementation of the above implementation plan: 

 
Amble, Amble Links, Broomhill, Red Row and Grange View CE First Schools 

1 September 2024 

• Pupils in Year 4 on 31 August 2024 in all the above first schools would be 
retained by their new primary schools as the new Year 5. 

1 September 2025 

• Pupils in Year 5 on 31 August 2025 in all the above first schools would be 
retained by their new primary schools as the new Year 6. 

1 September 2026 

• Pupils in Year 6 in these primary schools on 31 August 2026 would transfer as 
the new Year 7 to JCSC, or to another school providing education in those year 
groups according to parental preference. 

 
JCSC 

5 June 2023 

• From 5 June 2023 (or as near as reasonably practicable), students in Years 5 
and 6 located at the South Avenue site of JCSC (and students in Years 7 and 8 
if located at South Avenue at that time) would relocate to the Acklington Road 
site into suitable accommodation. 

 
1 September 2023 

• Students on roll at first schools on 31 August 2023 would transfer as usual into 
Year 5 at JCSC but would be located at the Acklington Road site. 
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• Students on roll in Years 5, 6 and 7 at JCSC on 31 August 2023 would transfer 
into Years 6,7 and 8 at the school and would remain located at the Acklington 
Road site. 

 

1 September 2024 

• The school would not receive a Year 5 intake and would operate with Year 6 to 
Year 13 only. 

 

1 September 2025 

• Students in Year 6 on 31 August 2025 in JCSC would transfer into Year 7. 

• JCSC would have intakes into Year 7 only from this date onwards. 

 

33. Barndale House Special School – increase in planned pupil numbers through creation 
of satellite site in Amble 

 
Barndale House School would increase its pupil numbers through expansion onto the 
satellite site within the current JCSC building at South Avenue, Amble with effect from 
1 September 2024.  Under this proposal, the school would admit up to 50 additional 
pupils onto the school roll to be based at the satellite school at South Avenue in Amble 
in a phased way from 1 September 2024. 

 
Implications for Staff 
 
34. Proposal for reorganisation of the Coquet Partnership to a 2-tier (primary/secondary) 

structure 
 

Should Cabinet approve the reorganisation of the Coquet Partnership to 2-tier structure 
the first schools would need to redesign their staffing structures to reflect the 
requirements of a primary school and there may be a need to employ additional staff 
for the Year 5 and 6 classes.  JCSC would also need to redesign its staffing structure, if 
it is approved that the school becomes an 11 to 19 aged secondary school. 

 
Council officers have worked with all schools in the Coquet Partnership to secure their 
agreement to a staffing protocol.  The purpose of the protocol is to retain as many of 
the existing staff within schools as possible through transition to the 2-
tier(primary/secondary) structure should Cabinet approve its implementation.  An HR 
officer would be allocated to work with the schools in the partnership to co-ordinate the 
recruitment and selection process over the 3 year transition period, including 
management of Contact Officers appointed to assist any staff identified at risk of 
redundancy to secure appropriate alternative employment. 

 
35. Proposal for the increase in pupil numbers at Barndale House Special School through 

the creation of a satellite site in Amble 
 

If the creation of a satellite site for Barndale House in Amble is approved additional 
staff would be required to meet the needs of the additional students at the satellite site. 
 

Catchment areas 
 



- 21 - 

36. In relation to the mainstream schools in the Coquet Partnership, there are no proposals 
to adjust the existing school catchment areas geographically.  However, should 
Cabinet approve the implementation of the statutory proposal, as the first schools 
became primaries their catchment areas would extend to include Year 5 students living 
in the area in the first year of transition and then extend to include Year 6 students 
living in the area in the second year of transition. 

 
37. Similarly, in the first year of transition to a 2-tier (primary/secondary) structure, JCSC 

would be the catchment school for students in Year 6 onwards and then in the second 
year of transition and thereafter, it would become the catchment school for students in 
Year 7 onwards living in the area. 

 
Buildings 
 
38. Building costs set out in Table 5 below are indicative and allow for construction inflation 

being set at the mid point of construction, however given the current market these 
costs are subject to change following the procurement process.  Also, to note 
replacement mobile classroom works were already schedule at Amble First and Red 
Row. The estimated costs below include the replacement works in order to achieve 
better value through a larger tendering exercise should the reorganisation of schools 
goes ahead. 

 
Table 5 – Estimate of Building costs to first schools implement reorganisation 

School Description Indicative cost 

Amble First School Relocation to current 

JCSC South Avenue Site 

£3.1m 

Amble Links First School Two classrooms, one 

group room and  

additional WC provision 

£825k 

Broomhill First School One classroom, one 

group room, a Medical 

Inspection room and 

additional WC provision 

£1.038m 

Red Row First School Three classrooms 

(includes replacement of 

some existing 

accommodation), two 

group rooms and  

additional WC provision 

£1.746m 

Grange View CE First 

School 

One classroom, one 

group room, staff room 

and  additional WC 

provision 

£1.025m 

James Calvert Spence  New build/refurbishment 

of secondary school. 

£25.726m 

Barndale Off Site 

provision  

Refurbished JCSC South 

Avenue site. 

£5.6m 

Total  £39.06m 
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         Due to the level of investment proposed for the James Calvert Spence College 
buildings /site, officers together with specialist technical advisers have developed an 
Outline Business Case that sets out the options to achieve best value for the 
council's investment. The Outline Business Case (OBC) attached as Appendix 3 of 
this report sets outs the option appraisal of the 5 options considered together with a 
full commercial appraisal of each option which is contained in section 5 of the OBC.  

The recommendation is to proceed with option 5, which is to provide a new building for 
James Calvert Spence College on land to the east of the recreation ground and part 
of the existing site as detailed within the OBC. This is denoted within the OBC as the 
preferred option with a recommendation to proceed through to procurement with an 
outturn budget as set out in the table above £25.7m. 

 

The OBC in section 2 also sets out a full appraisal of the procurement options 
together with the recommended route to market which is procured through a Design 
and Build strategy utilising a single stage tendering procurement that is offered at the 
end of RIBA stage 4.  The key objective for the delivery of the project is to open the 
new secondary school for operation from September 2025 of the preferred option 
identified as option 5 in the OBC. 

As set out in recommendation 9 The Council's Cabinet is now recommended to 
approve the Outline Business Case to allow the project to progress with option 5 as 
the preferred option to detailed design, procurement and submission of a planning 
application for the project. The outcomes of the procurement exercise will be reported 
back to Cabinet in the form of a Final Business Case (FBC) in order to seek final 
approval for the award of contract programmed for October 2023.  

 

Table 6 below sets out how the overall reorganisation would be funded if approval is 

given to implement the changes following the statutory process and Cabinets’ final 

decision later in the year. The Funding below also includes increasing the value of 

contribution from MTFP by £2m which will be achieved by reducing the budget 

allocation for Astley and Whytrig new build project. This has been possible as the 

scope of the project was reduced when Cabinet decided not to support the closure of 

Seaton Sluice Middle and therefore the size of the building reduced to reflect the 

reduction in pupil numbers. 

 

Table 6 – Funding breakdown to deliver Capital improvements above. 

Funding Source Value 

NCC Capital (MTFP) £27.5m (inclusive of £2m Astley savings 

against budget) 

SEND Capital Grant £1.5m 

Capital Maintenance Grant (SCIP) £8.46m  

Basic Need £1.6m 
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Total £39.06m 

 
39. As noted at Recommendation 10 and 11, Cabinet are requested to approve the Outline 

Business Case for implementation of the proposed building replacement solution for 
James Calvert Spence College and the indicative construction costs included in the 
Appendix 3 to this report. 

 
40. Cabinet is also requested to delegate the responsibility for approving the award of 

contract to the preferred contractor following the procurement process as laid down in 
the Outline Business Case to the Cabinet Member for Children and Young People and 
the Joint Interim Director of Children’s Services, noting that a further report detailing the 
outcomes of the Outline Business Case would be brought to Cabinet at a later date for 
final approval. 

 
Sport and Recreation 
 
41. There would be no negative impact on the current sport and recreation facilities at the 

first schools proposed to become primaries under the proposed reorganisation to the 2-
tier structure. However there would be a positive impact for Amble First school as they 
don’t currently have any on site grass playfields, but when the school relocates to 
become a primary school to the South Avenue site the school will have access to 
playing grass pitches for sport. 

 
There would be a positive impact on sport and recreation, on the James Calvert 
Spence College site with the proposed improvements to sports facilities for the school 
and the wider community including the provision of a full sized 3G pitch, new running 
track and enhanced access arrangements to the sports hall and changing facilities. 
 

Implications 
 

Policy This report directly links to the Council’s Corporate aim ‘Living, 
Learning – We will ensure the best education standards for our 
children and young people. 

Finance and 
value for 
money 

Capital investment of £25.5m had already been allocated by the 
Council in the Medium-Term Plan.   An updated estimate of 
£39.06m building costs for reorganisation of the schools in the 
Coquet Partnership is included at para. 38.  Part of the rationale 
for informal consultation is to provide assurance to Cabinet that 
investment would be made within a sustainable and viable 
school structure for the medium to long-term.   Due to the level 
of investment in JSCS buildings and site an Outline Business 
Case for investment is included at Appendix 3 and 
recommended for approval as set out in recommendation 9, 
which aims to have new buildings complete for September 2025. 

Legal Consultation carried out on proposals has complied with School 
Organisation guidance and regulations. 

Procurement An outline business case (OBC) has been developed and is 
included in the Background Papers to this report for Cabinet 
approvel  - the OBC also sets out the procurement options and 
recommendations to deliver best value for the Council’s 
investment. 
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Human 
Resources 

There may be some implications for staff in schools in the wider 
Coquet Partnership should re-organisation to a 
Primary/Secondary structure be approved for implementation by 
Cabinet at a later date.  If the status quo remains in place, there 
may be some implications for JCSCS staff should the school 
move onto one site.  A Staffing Protocol has been agreed by the 
schools in the Coquet Partnership  - refer to paras. 34 and 35 

Property Refer to ‘Finance and Value for Money’ above. 

Equalities 
(Impact 

Assessment 

attached) 

Yes   No ☐   

N/A       ☐ 

An EIA has been completed for both the statutory proposal for 
schools in the Coquet Partnership and the statutory proposal to 
increase the planned places of Barndale House Special School 
and are attached as Appendix 5 of this report. 

Risk 
Assessment 

An initial Risk Assessment and risk register has been carried out 
on the construction works in order to develop the budget and 
programme of the project.   
 
A full project risk assessment is included in the OBC I the 
Background Papers to this report.   

Crime & 
Disorder 

This report has considered Section 17 (CDA) and the duty it 
imposes and there are no implications arising from it. 

Customer 
Consideration 

The proposal set out in this report is based upon a desire to 
improve outcomes for children, young people and their families 
in Northumberland. 

Carbon 
reduction 

It is expected that the investment in new buildings will have a 
positive impact on carbon reduction.  

Health and 
Wellbeing  

It is envisaged that a sustainable and resilient school system in 
the Coquet partnership would have a positive impact on pupils, 
their families and the wider community. 

Wards Amble, Druridge Bay, Amble West and Warkworth. 

 
Background Papers 
 

• Report of the Joint Interim Director of Children’s Services – Outcomes Consultation on 
Proposals for the Coquet Partnership (21st September 2022). 

• Report of the Executive Director of Adult Social Care and Children’s Services – 
Proposals for the Coquet Partnership (10th May 2022). 
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Appendix 1 
 

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL 

 

STATUTORY PROPOSALS FOR THE REORGANISATION OF LOCAL AUTHORITY 
MAINTAINED SCHOOLS IN THE COQUET PARTNERSHIP 

 

 

1. CHANGE OF AGE RANGE 
Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 19(1) of the Education and Inspections Act 
2006, that Northumberland County Council, County Hall, Morpeth, Northumberland NE61 2EF, 
intends to make the following prescribed alterations to the schools below: 
 

a) Amble First School, Edwin Street, Amble, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE65 0EF by 
changing the age range of the school. 

 

• The current age range of Amble First School is 4 years to 9 years.   The proposed 
age range for the school is 4 years to 11 years to take effect from 1 September 
2024. 

 
b) Amble Links First School, Links Avenue, Links Estate, Amble, Morpeth, 

Northumberland, NE65 0SA by changing the age range of the school. 
 

• The current age range of Amble Links First School is 2 years to 9 years.   The 
proposed age range for the school is 2 years to 11 years to take effect from 
1 September 2024. 

 
c) Broomhill First School, Station Road, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE65 9UT by 

changing the age range of the school. 
 

• The current age range of Broomhill First School is 3 years to 9 years.   The 
proposed age range for the school is 3 years to 11 years to take effect from 
1 September 2024. 

 
d) Red Row First School, Red Row, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 5AS by changing the 

age range of the school. 
 

• The current age range of Red Row First School is 3 years to 9 years.   The 
proposed age range for the school is 3 years to 11 years to take effect from 
1 September 2024. 

 
e) James Calvert Spence College, Acklington Road, Amble, Morpeth, Northumberland, 

NE65 0NG by changing the age range of the school. 

 
• The current age range of James Calvert Spence College is 9 years to 18 years. 

• The proposed interim age range for the school from 1 September 2024 until 31 
August 2025 is 10 years to 18 years as it transitions to become a secondary 
school. 

• The proposed final age range for the school from 1 September 2025 and 
subsequent years is 11 years to 18 years. 

 
For the purposes of providing further information, should Northumberland County Council decide 
to implement the above proposals, this decision would be made in conjunction with a decision by 
the Council to change the current age range of Grange View Church of England Voluntary 
Controlled First School,  Grange Road, Widdrington, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 5LZ 
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from an age 3 to 9 school to an age 3 to 11 school with effect from 1 September 2024, which is 
not required to be part of this statutory proposal. 
 
Further in the interest of providing further information relevant to this statutory proposal, the 
Council intends to replace/refurbish the current James Calvert Spence building.  As set out at 
1.e) above, it is the intention that James Calvert Spence College will reduce its age range over 
time. 

 
2. ENLARGEMENT OF PREMISES 
In order to facilitate the above proposals, notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 19(1) 
of the Education and Inspections Act 2006, that Northumberland County Council, County Hall, 
Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 2EF, intends to make the following prescribed alterations to the 
schools below: 
 

f) Amble Links First School, Links Avenue, Links Estate, Amble, Morpeth, 
Northumberland, NE65 0SA by permanent enlargement of the premises with effect from 
1 September 2024 or as soon as practicably possible thereafter.   

 
• The number of pupils on roll at the school in Reception to Year 4 at January 2022 

was 129.  The current published capacity of the school for pupils aged 4 to 9 is 
138.  The proposed capacity of the school is to be 210 for pupils aged 4 to 11.  
The current maximum number of pupils admitted at age 4 is 30.  The maximum 
number of pupils to be admitted to the school at age 4 from 1 September 2024 
and subsequent years would be 30.  Nursery admission numbers would remain 
unchanged. 

 
g) Red Row First School, Red Row, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 5AS by permanent 

enlargement of the premises with effect from 1 September 2024 or as soon as practicably 
possible thereafter.     
 

• The number of pupils on roll at the school in Reception to Year 4 at January 2022 
was 83.  The current published capacity of the school for pupils aged 4 to 9 is 
120.  The proposed capacity of the school is to be 210 for pupils aged 4 to 11.  
The current maximum number of pupils admitted at age 4 is 29.  The maximum 
number of pupils to be admitted to the school at age 4 from 1 September 2024 
and subsequent years would be 30.  Nursery admission numbers would remain 
unchanged. 

 
h) Broomhill First School, Station Road, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE65 9UT by 

permanent enlargement of the premises with effect from 1 September 2024 or as soon as 
practicably possible thereafter.     
 

• The number of pupils on roll at the school in Reception to Year 4 at January 2022 
was 66.  The current published capacity of the school for pupils aged 4 to 9 is 75.  
The proposed capacity of the school is to be 105 for pupils aged 4 to 11.  The 
current maximum number of pupils admitted at age 4 is 15.  The maximum 
number of pupils to be admitted to the school at age 4 from 1 September 2024 
and subsequent years would be 15.  Nursery admission numbers would remain 
unchanged. 

 
3. FURTHER INFORMATION PERTINENT TO THE STATUTORY PROPOSAL 
 

i) In the interests of providing further information relevant to this statutory proposal, it is 
intended that the physical capacity of Grange View Church of England Voluntary 
Controlled School would be expanded by the addition of one classroom to accommodate 
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no more than 30 pupils. in order to enable the intended change of age range (see part 1.) 
in line with the following changes: 
 

• Grange View Church of England Voluntary Controlled First School, Grange 
Road, Widdrington, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 5LZ.  The number of pupils 
on roll at the school in January 2022 was 83.  The current published capacity of 
the school is 150.  The proposed capacity of the school is to be 210.  The current 
maximum number of pupils admitted at age 4 is 30. The maximum number of 
pupils to be admitted to the school at age 4 from 1 September 2024 and 
subsequent years would be 30. 
 

j) It is not required under regulations to carry out statutory consultation where the 
proposed new site for a school would be less than 2 miles from the main entrance of 
the current site.  Amble First School is located less than 2 miles from the James 
Calvert Spence College building at South Avenue, Amble.  However, in the interests 
of providing further information linked to this proposal, it is intended that Amble First 
School would transfer to the building of James Calvert Spence College located at 
South Avenue, Amble, Morpeth, NE65 0ND with effect from 1 September 2024 or as 
near to that date as practicably possible.  Should this transfer be approved in 
conjunction with the other proposals set out in this statutory proposal, Amble First 
School would share its site at South Avenue with the proposed satellite site of 
Barndale House School.  The proposal to create a satellite school for Barndale House 
School in Amble is set out in a separate but concurrent statutory proposal as it does 
not rely upon the transfer of Amble First School to the South Avenue site. 

 
The above proposed changes to school age ranges, enlargement of school premises and 
transfer of site proposals (which are not required to form statutory proposals) will be considered 
by the decision-maker (Northumberland County Council) concurrently with this statutory 
proposal, as they are inextricably linked. 
 
Copies of the full Statutory Proposal may be obtained from:  
 The School Organisation and Resources Team 
 Education and Skills 
 Wellbeing and Community Health Services 
 Northumberland County Council 
 County Hall 
 Morpeth 
 Northumberland 
 NE61 2EF 
or from the Council’s website at www.northumberland.gov.uk/schoolconsultations 
 
All schools named above form part of the Coquet Partnership of schools.  Amble First, Amble 
Links First, Broomhill First and Red Row First Schools and James Calvert Spence College are 
local-authority maintained community schools, and Grange View Church of England Voluntary 
Controlled School is a local-authority maintained voluntary-controlled school. 

 

Objectives and reasons for proposal 
 
The objectives of this proposal are to: 
 

• Change of the age ranges of:- 
1. Amble First School, Edwin Street, Amble, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE65 0EF 

by changing the age range of the school.  The current age range of Amble First 
School is 4 years to 9 years.   The proposed age range for the school is 4 years to 
11 years to take effect from 1 September 2024. 

http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/schoolconsultations
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2. Amble Links First School, Links Avenue, Links Estate, Amble, Morpeth, 
Northumberland, NE65 0SA by changing the age range of the school.  The 
current age range of Amble Links First School is 2 years to 9 years.   The 
proposed age range for the school is 2 years to 11 years to take effect from 
1 September 2024. 

3. Broomhill First School, Station Road, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE65 9UT by 
changing the age range of the school.  The current age range of Broomhill First 
School is 3 years to 9 years.   The proposed age range for the school is 3 years to 
11 years to take effect from 1 September 2024. 

4. Red Row First School, Red Row, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 5AS by 
changing the age range of the school.  The current age range of Red Row First 
School is 3 years to 9 years.  The proposed age range for the school is 3 years to 
11 years to take effect from 1 September 2024. 

5. James Calvert Spence College, Acklington Road, Amble, Morpeth, 
Northumberland, NE65 0NG by changing the age range of the school.  The 
current age range of James Calvert Spence College is 9 years to 18 years.  The 
proposed age range for the school from 1 September 2024 until 31 August 2025 
is 10 years to 18 years as it transitions to become a secondary school.  The final 
proposed age range for the school is 11 years to 18 years to take effect from 1 
September 2025. 

6. For the purposes of providing further information, should Northumberland County 
Council decide to implement the above proposals, this decision would be made in 
conjunction with a decision by the Council to change the current age range of 
Grange View Church of England Voluntary Controlled First School,  Grange 
Road, Widdrington, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 5LZ from an age 3 to 9 
school to an age 3 to 11 school with effect from 1 September 2024, which is not 
required to be a formal part of this statutory proposal. 

 
To facilitate the change of age ranges at the schools named above, the buildings of the following 
schools would be enlarged: 
 

7. Amble Links First School, Links Avenue, Links Estate, Amble, Morpeth, 
Northumberland, NE65 0SA by permanent enlargement of the premises with 
effect from 1 September 2024 or as soon as practicably possible thereafter.     
• The number of pupils on roll at the school in Reception to Year 4 at January 

2022 was 129.  The current published capacity of the school for pupils aged 
4 to 9 is 138.  The proposed capacity of the school is to be 210 for pupils 
aged 4 to 11.  The current maximum number of pupils admitted at age 4 is 
30.  The maximum number of pupils to be admitted to the school at age 4 
from 1 September 2024 and subsequent years would be 30.  Nursery 
admission numbers would remain unchanged. 

8. Red Row First School, Red Row, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 5AS by 
permanent enlargement of the premises with effect from 1 September 2024 or as 
soon as possible thereafter.     
• The number of pupils on roll at the school in Reception to Year 4 at January 

2022 was 83.  The current published capacity of the school for pupils aged 4 
to 9 is 120.  The proposed capacity of the school is to be 210 for pupils 
aged 4 to 11.  The current maximum number of pupils admitted at age 4 is 
29.  The maximum number of pupils to be admitted to the school at age 4 
from 1 September 2024 and subsequent years would be 30.  Nursery 
admission numbers would remain unchanged. 

9. Broomhill First School, Station Road, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE65 9UT by 
permanent enlargement of the premises with effect from 1 September 2024 or as 
soon as practicably possible thereafter.     

• The number of pupils on roll at the school in Reception to Year 4 at January 
2022 was 66.  The current published capacity of the school for pupils aged 4 
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to 9 is 75.  The proposed capacity of the school is to be 105 for pupils aged 
4 to 11.  The current maximum number of pupils admitted at age 4 is 15.  
The maximum number of pupils to be admitted to the school at age 4 from 1 
September 2024 and subsequent years would be 15.  Nursery admission 
numbers would remain unchanged. 

 
The following proposed changes to school age ranges, enlargement of school premises and 
transfer of site (which are not required to form statutory proposals) will be considered by the 
decision-maker (Northumberland County Council) concurrently with this statutory proposal, as 
they are inextricably linked. 

 
10. It is intended that the physical capacity of Grange View Church of England 

Voluntary Controlled School would be expanded by the addition of one classroom 
to accommodate no more than 30 pupils in order to enable the intended change 
of age range (see part 1.) in line with the following changes: 

• Grange View Church of England Voluntary Controlled First School, 
Grange Road, Widdrington, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 5LZ.  The 
number of pupils on roll at the school in January 2022 was 83.  The 
current published capacity of the school is 150.  The proposed capacity of 
the school is to be 210.  The current maximum number of pupils admitted 
at age 4 is 30. The maximum number of pupils to be admitted to the 
school at age 4 from 1 September 2024 and subsequent years would be 
30. 

 
11. It is not required under regulations to carry out statutory consultation where the 

proposed new site for a school would be less than 2 miles from the main entrance 
of the current site.  However, in the interests of providing further information linked 
to this proposal, it is intended that Amble First School would transfer to the 
building of James Calvert Spence College located at South Avenue, Amble, 
Morpeth, NE65 0ND with effect from 1 September 2024 or as near to that date as 
practicably possible.  Amble First School is located less than 2 miles from the 
James Calvert Spence College building at South Avenue, Amble. 

 
Reasons for proposal: 
 
Pre-Consultation on proposals for reorganisation of the schools that form the Coquet Partnership 
in Northumberland has taken place between 11 May and 29 June 2022 (six school weeks).  This 
consultation was promulgated for the following reasons: 

 
• In 2016, Cabinet approved the allocation of funding towards replacement or 

refurbishment of JCSC buildings, while in 2022 the capital allocation in the Medium-Term 
Plan was increased to £25.5m towards the improvement of school buildings in the 
Coquet partnership as a whole. Before such capital investment is made in school 
buildings in the Coquet Partnership, officers recommended that Cabinet receive 
assurance that it would be spent on an organisational school structure that supports 
viable and sustainable schools at all phases of education in the area, with a view to 
encouraging increased numbers of parents to enrol their children in schools at all phases 
of the education system in the area. This is in line with the Council’s objectives to provide 
good local education for all children and young people in the county. 

• The first schools and James Calvert Spence College had written to the Council in 2019 
outlining their views on the organisation of schools in the Coquet Partnership. 

• On 10 May 2022, the Council therefore approved pre-consultation on a proposal for the 
reorganisation of schools in the Coquet Partnership to a 2-tier (primary/secondary) 
system. 
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Evidence from pre-consultation indicates that 92% of consultees (including parents, pupils and 
the local community) who responded were supportive of reorganisation to a 2-
tier(primary/secondary) system on the basis that educational standards would improve and 
schools in the partnership would be more sustainable through the retention of more pupils in the 
partnership, and therefore viability would be improved.  Furthermore, all first schools and the 
local Roman Catholic and Church of England Diocese supported the move to 2-tier on 
educational grounds, while James Calvert Spence College Governing Body said it would support 
whatever model was approved of implementation 
 
Having considered feedback from consultation and the educational case for change in relation to 
the Coquet Partnership, the Council approved publication of this statutory proposal to extend the 
age ranges of Amble First, Amble Links First, Broomhill First and Red Row First Schools to take 
effect from 1 September 2024 and concluding on September 2025, and to reduce the age range 
of James Calvert Spence College in a phased way to take effect from 1 September 2024 and 
concluding on 1 September 2025.  The Council is not required to publish a statutory proposal in 
relation to the extension of the age range of Grange View Church of England Voluntary 
Controlled First School and any decision in this regard would be made in conjunction with the 
outcomes of the proposals set out in this statutory proposal. 
 
Based on the educational rationale received from Governing Bodies of schools in the Coquet 
Partnership and feedback received from consultees, the publication of the statutory proposals 
has been approved on the basis that the establishment of a primary-secondary model across the 
whole of the Coquet Partnership would be in the best educational interests of the current and 
future pupils in that area.  All first schools in the partnership are currently judged to be ‘Good’ by 
Ofsted and therefore the creation of additional places in these schools through extending their 
age ranges is in line with DfE guidance. 

 

Effect on other schools, academies and educational institutions in the area 
 
NCEA Warkworth Church of England Primary School also forms part of the Coquet Partnership 
and reorganised to a primary structure in 2016.  The reorganisation of the other schools in the 
partnership to a primary/secondary structure would bring conformity across the partnership and 
would assist parents in making preferences for schools. 
 
It is not envisaged that the reorganisation of the Coquet Partnership wholly to a 
primary/secondary structure would impact on any neighbouring schools, academies or 
educational institutions. 

 

Project Costs and Proposed Stages for Implementation 
 
Should this Statutory Proposal be approved for implementation, there would be a need to carry 
out building works to facilitate the changes.  Building costs set out in Table 1 below are indicative 
and would be subject to further detailed work should the proposal to reorganise schools to a 2-
tier structure be approved.  Also, to note replacement mobile classroom works were already 
scheduled at Amble First and Red Row First Schools, while the replacement of the James 
Calvert Spence College building was already approved in 2016 and included in the Council’s 
Medium-Term Plan.  The estimated costs below include the replacement works in order to 
achieve better value through a larger tendering exercise should the reorganisation of schools go 
ahead. 
 
Table 1 
 

School Description Indicative cost 

Amble First School Relocation to current JCSC 

South Avenue Site 

£3.1m 
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Amble Links First School Two classrooms, one group 

room and additional WC 

provision 

£825k 

Broomhill First School One classroom, one group 

room, a Medical Inspection 

room and additional WC 

provision 

£1.038m 

Red Row First School Three classrooms (includes 

replaces of some existing 

accommodation), two group 

rooms and additional WC 

provision 

£1.746m 

Grange View CE First 

School 

One classroom, one group 

room, staff room and 

additional WC provision 

£1.025m 

James Calvert Spence  New build Secondary school. £22.8m 

Total  £30.534m 

 

Funding Source Value 

NCC Capital (MTFP) £27.5m 

Capital Maintenance Grant (SCIP) £1.4m 

Basic Need  £1.6m 

Total £30.5m 

 
It is envisaged that long-term value for money would be achieved by the above investment in 
school buildings across the Coquet Partnership as part of school reorganisation through the 
improvement of educational standards and the retention of increased numbers of students living 
in the partnership area in local schools over time, thus increasing the sustainability and viability 
of all schools.   

 

Pupil Numbers and Admissions 
 
Amble First School 
As at January 2022, there were 108 pupils on roll at the school in Reception to Year 4. 
The current age range of Amble First School is 4 years to 9 years and the school provides 
education to both boys and girls. 
As at January 2022, there were no pupils on roll at the school with an Education and Healthcare 
plan. 

 
Amble Links First School 
As at January 2022, there were 129 pupils on roll at the school in Reception to Year 4. 
The current age range of Amble Links First School is 2 years to 9 years and the school provides 
education to both boys and girls.    
As at January 2022, the school had 1 pupil on roll with an Education and Healthcare plan. 

 
Broomhill First School 
As at January 2022, there were 66 pupils on roll at the school in Reception to Year 4. 
The current age range of Broomhill First School is 3 years to 9 years and the school provides 
education to both boys and girls. 
As at January 2022, the school had 7 pupils on roll with an Education and Healthcare plan. 
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Red Row First School 
As at January 2022, there were 83 pupils on roll at the school in Reception to Year 4. 
The current age range of Red Row First School is 3 years to 9 years and the school provides 
education to both boys and girls.    
As at January 2022, the school had 2 pupils on roll with an Education and Healthcare plan. 

 
James Calvert Spence College 
As at January 2022, there were 735 pupils on roll at the school in Year 5 to Year 13. 
The current age range of James Calvert Spence College is 9 years to 18 years and the school 
provides education to both boys and girls. 
As at January 2022, the school had 10 pupils on roll with an Education and Healthcare plan. 
 

Grange View Church of England Voluntary Controlled First School 
In the interests of providing further information, the following pupil information is provided in 
relation to Grange View Church of England Voluntary Controlled First School: 
As at January 2022, there were 83 pupils on roll at the school in Reception to Year 4. 
The current age range is 3 to 9 years and provides education to both boys and girls. 
As at January 2022, the school had 1 pupil on roll with an Educational and Healthcare Plan. 

 

Implementation. 

• Amble First, Amble Links First, Broomhill First, and Red Row First Schools and Grange View 
Church of England Voluntary Controlled School are proposed to extend their age ranges and 
to reorganise to become primary schools with effect from 1 September 2024 in a phased way.  
The schools would retain Year 5 in September 2024 and would then retain Year 6 in September 
2025.   

• James Calvert Spence College is proposed to reduce its age range in a phased way with effect 
from September 2024.  The school would not receive a Year 5 intake in September 2024 at 
which point it would have an interim age range of 10-18 years, and then from September 2025 
and subsequent years the school would have a final age range of 11 to 18 years, with transition 
into Year 7 only from that point. 

• However, parents would be able to apply for a place at any other appropriate school according 
to parental preference, subject to a place being available. 

• If this statutory proposal is approved, the further detailed work on building costs outlined 
previously would begin immediately in order to work towards proposed works to first schools 
being completed in time for the first phase of reorganisation in September 2024.  Capital 
funding for the replacement/ refurbishment of the JCSC buildings is neither dependent on nor 
would it preclude the implementation of this statutory proposal and would be the subject of a 
separate business case for approval by Cabinet.  Should this statutory proposal be approved, 
reorganisation to a 2-tier (primary/secondary) system would be implemented as set out in the 
following below and the replacement of the buildings of JCSC would be as set out in the 
business case previously noted. 

 

 

Timeline for implementation 

It is proposed that the following model be implemented in accordance with the following 
arrangements and timeline subject to finalisation of the associated buildings programme: 

Amble, Amble Links, Broomhill, Red Row First Schools* 

1 September 2024 

• Pupils in Year 4 on 31 August 2024 in all the above first schools would be retained by 
their new primary schools as the new Year 5. 
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1 September 2025 

• Pupils in Year 5 on 31 August 2025 in all the above first schools would be retained by 
their new primary schools as the new Year 6. 

1 September 2026 
• Pupils in Year 6 in these primary schools on 31 August 2026 would transfer as the 

new Year 7 to JCSC, or to another school providing education in those year groups 
according to parental preference. 

*Note for further information - should the Council approve the statutory proposal for the above 
schools and at the same time approve the non-statutory proposal to change the age range of 
Grange View Church of England Voluntary Controlled First School, the implementation of the 
change for the latter school would follow the same timeline as set out above. 

 
James Calvert Spence College 

5 June 2023 

• From 5 June 2023 (or as near as reasonably practicable), students in Years 5 and 6 
located at the South Avenue site of JCSC (and students in Years 7 and 8 if located at 
South Avenue at that time) would relocate to the Acklington Road site into suitable 
accommodation. 

1 September 2023 

• Students on roll at first schools on 31 August 2023 would transfer as usual into Year 5 
at JCSC but would be located at the Acklington Road site. 

• Students on roll in Years 5, 6 and 7 at JCSC on 31 August 2023 would transfer into 
Years 6,7 and 8 at the school and would remain located at the Acklington Road site. 

1 September 2024 

• The school would not receive a Year 5 intake and would operate with Year 6 to Year 
13 only. 

1 September 2025 

• Students in Year 6 on 31 August 2025 in JCSC would transfer into Year 7. 

• JCSC would have intakes into Year 7 only from this date onwards. 

 

Impact on the Community 
 
As well as the envisaged improvement on educational outcomes as a result of this proposal, it is 
also envisaged that there would be a positive impact on the communities served by the schools 
in the Coquet Partnership as Amble, Red Row, Widdrington and Broomhill villages would retain 
their primary age children for an additional two years in Years 5 and 6. 
 

As a result of the rebuilding and refurbishment of James Calvert Spence College, it is envisaged 
that there would be opportunities for increased community use of the enhanced facilities at the 
site. 

 

Balance of denominational provision 
 
There would be no impact on the balance of denominational provision as a result of this statutory 
proposal as none of the schools that are the subject of this statutory proposal have a religious 
character or are proposed to take a religious character and in any event, no schools are 
proposed to close. 

 

Rural Primary Schools 
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Amble, Amble Links, Red Row and Broomhill First Schools are listed on the DfE’s List of 
Designated Rural Primary Schools 2021.  However, as the proposal is for these schools to 
extend their age range, this policy area would not be impacted. 

 

Maintained nursery schools 
 
The nursery provision currently provided at the first schools proposed to extend their age ranges 
as a result of this statutory proposal would not be affected by its implementation. 

 

Provision for 16-19 year olds 
 
The proposal to reduce the age range of James Calvert Spence College would not impact on the 
school’s current provision for 16-18 year olds at the school, as the reduction of the age range 
would occur at the lower end of the school. 

 

Special educational provision 
 
Provision for pupils with SEN is already provided at the schools that are the subject of this 
Statutory Proposal. 
 

• As at January 2022, there were no pupils with an Educational Health Care Plan enrolled at 
Amble First School. 

• As at January 2022, there was 1 pupil with an Educational Health Care Plan enrolled at 
Amble Links First School. 

• As at January 2022, there were 7 pupils with an Educational Health Care Plan enrolled at 
Broomhill First School. 

• As at January 2022, there were 2 pupils with an Educational Health Care Plan enrolled at Red 
Row First School. 

• As at January 2022, there were 10 pupils with an Educational Health Care Plan enrolled at 
James Calvert Spence College. 

• In the interests of providing further information, as at January 2022, there was 1 pupil with an 
Educational Health Care Plan enrolled at Grange View Church of England Voluntary 
Controlled First School. 

 

Continuity for current and future pupils with SEN at the above first schools would be achieved as 
a result of the implementation of this proposal, as pupils would stay longer in their primary 
schools and would transfer to the next school phase at the end of Year 6. 
 
Also for further information, there is a separate but concurrent statutory proposal published in 
relation to a proposal to create a satellite provision for Barndale House School at the current 
South Avenue site of James Calvert Spence College in Amble.  The statutory proposal for 
Barndale House School is not dependent on the outcome of this statutory proposal and is 
therefore not linked. 

 

Travel 
 

• Transport for all pupils affected by the proposed reorganisation should it be approved would 
be arranged in accordance with the Council’s Home to School Transport Policy. 

• Pupils transferring from Year 4 to Year 5 in September 2024 would remain in their first 
schools as the schools reorganise to primary status.  It is envisaged that many pupils in 
Years 5 and 6 in the new primary schools would have shorter journeys to schools as they 
would be educated for an additional two years in the primary schools within their local 
communities. 

• There would be no anticipated significant increase in car use as a result of these proposals, 
indeed there may be a reduction in car use as the Year 5 and 6 pupils would remain in their 
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village schools. 

 

Consultation 
 
All of the applicable statutory requirements to consult on this proposal in accordance with 
Section 19 (1)) of the Education and Inspections Act 2006 were complied with during the pre-
publication consultation period that took place during the following dates: 
 

• 11 May to 29 June 2022 
 
Consultees recommended in the relevant statutory guidance were consulted via a Consultation 
Document that was made widely available on the Council’s website.  Consultees included 
parents, staff, pupils, Governors of the impacted schools in the Coquet Partnership, local parish 
councils, the Church of England and Roman Catholic dioceses, early-years providers, the local 
MP, staff representatives (unions), and relevant neighbouring schools in other Northumberland 
Partnerships.  A public consultation event was also held in Amble Masonic Hall on 11 June 2022.  
Individual meetings with staff and the Governing Bodies of schools that were proposed for 
change also took place during the consultation period, and a meeting was also held with the 
Governing Body of NCEA Warkworth Primary Academy, which forms part of the Coquet 
Partnership. 
 
The meetings organised during the consultation event allowed consultees attending the 
opportunity to make known their views on the proposals and to suggest alternatives, which were 
noted and considered within the analysis of feedback.  During the consultation exercise, it was 
made clear that the outcome of the process would not be determined by the equivalent to a 
simple referendum but would involve a detailed analysis of evidence put forward.  A total of 125 
responses were received from consultees during the informal consultation process, including 
alternative proposals. 
 
Details of the persons and parties consulted, the notes of the Governing Body and staff 
consultation meetings, and all views and responses received are summarised in the Joint Interim 
Director of Children's Services Report: Outcomes of Consultation on Proposals for the Coquet 
Partnership, which is available on the Council’s website at Report to Cabinet 13 September 2022 

 
Submission of Objections and Comments on Proposals 
 

Within four weeks after the date of publication of the above proposals (i.e. by midnight on 
Thursday 20 October 2022), any person may submit comments, including support or objections 
to the proposals by sending their written representations to: The Joint Interim Director of 
Children's Services, County Hall, Morpeth, Northumberland NE61 2EF, or by email to  
educationconsultation@northumberland.gov.uk 

Signature      Publication Date: 22 September 2022   

 
Audrey Kingham 
Joint Interim Director of Children’s Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 

  

https://northumberland.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s11737/05%20Revised%20Report%20on%20Outcomes%20of%20Consultation%20on%20Proposals%20for%20the%20Coquet%20Partnership.pdf
mailto:educationconsultation@northumberland.gov.uk
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Appendix 2 

 
NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL 

 

STATUTORY PROPOSAL FOR BARNDALE HOUSE SCHOOL 

 
Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 19(1) of the Education and Inspections Act 2006 that 
Northumberland County Council, County Hall, Morpeth, Northumberland NE61 2EF intends to make the 
following prescribed alterations to the following school: 
 

Barndale House School 
Howling Lane 
Alnwick 
NORTHUMBERLAND 
NE66 1DQ 

   
 Barndale House School is a local authority-maintained Community Special School for boys and girls  
 aged 2 - 19. 

 
CHANGE IN NUMBER OF PUPILS IN A SPECIAL SCHOOL AND TO EXPAND ONTO A SATELLITE 
SITE  

• The current number of planned pupil places at Barndale House School is 60. The 
proposed number of pupil places is planned to increase to 110.  This increase would be 
achieved through the expansion of the school by 50 places onto a satellite site at the 
following location with effect from 1 September 2024: 

 
Current James Calvert Spence College building 

South Avenue 

Amble 

Morpeth 

Northumberland 

NE65 0ND 

 
• In the interests of providing further information, Barndale House School would be located 

within part of the current James Calvert Spence College building as part of a shared site 
with either James Calvert Spence College (JCSC) or Amble First School.  Both JCSC and 
Amble First School form part of a separate but concurrent statutory proposal relating to 
the reorganisation of the Coquet Partnership.  However, this proposal is not dependent or 
affected by the outcome of the mainstream school organisation proposal in any way other 
than the Barndale satellite school may share the proposed building with one or other of 
these two schools.  

 
• In the interests of providing further information, the planned type of SEN provision at the 

Barndale satellite school in Amble would be for students with a primary need in Autistic 
Spectrum Disorder (ASD), SEMH (social, emotional and mental health), speech language 
and communication (SLCN) and moderate learning difficulties (MLD) in response to the 
growing need for provision for children and young people with these needs in the area 
served by the Coquet Partnership of schools.  Barndale House School is already 
designated as a provider in these areas of SEN. 

 
Copies of the full Statutory Proposal may be obtained from: 

 
 The School Organisation and Resources Team 
 Education and Skills 
 Wellbeing and Community Health Services 



- 38 - 

 Northumberland County Council 
 County Hall 
 Morpeth 
 Northumberland 
 NE61 2EF 

or from the Council’s website at 
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Consultations.aspx#schoolconsultations 
 
Submission of Objections and Comments on Proposals 

Within four weeks after the date of publication of the above proposals (i.e. by midnight on Thursday 20 
October 2022), any person may submit comments, including support or objections to the proposals by 
sending their written representations to: The Joint Interim Director of Children's Services, County Hall, 
Morpeth, Northumberland NE61 2EF, or by email to  educationconsultation@northumberland.gov.uk 

Signature      Publication Date: 22 September 2022   

 
Audrey Kingham 
Joint Interim Director of Children’s Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 
 

 
  

https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Consultations.aspx#schoolconsultations
mailto:educationconsultation@northumberland.gov.uk
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Appendix 5 

Equality Impact Assessment 

To be completed for all key changes, decisions and proposals. Cite specific data 

and consultation evidence wherever possible. Further guidance is available at: 

http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=3281 

Duties which need to be considered: 

·         Eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation and other conduct 

prohibited by the Act 

·         Advance equality of opportunity between people who share a protected 

characteristic and those who do not 

·         Foster good relations between people who share a protected characteristic and 

those who do not 

 PART 1 – Overview of the change, decision or proposal 

1) Title of the change, decision or proposal: 

a) Proposals for the reorganisation of the Coquet Partnership of schools from the 

current structure to a 2-tier (primary/secondary) structure. 

2) Brief description of the change, decision or proposal: 

Informal consultation on proposals for schools in the Coquet Partnership (with the 
exception of NCEA Warkworth CE Primary School which has previously reorganised) 
to reorganise to a 2-tier (primary/secondary) system of education has taken place with 
all relevant stakeholders, including parents of pupils on roll at schools in the 
partnership, staff of those schools, Governors of the schools, relevant parish/town 
council and pupils/students.  Statutory consultation was approved by the Council’s 
Cabinet on 21 September and this took place for 4 weeks from 22 September to 20 
October 2022. 

The schools that would be reorganised should the statutory proposal be approved to 
be implemented would be: 

• Amble First School 

• Amble Links First School 

• Broomhill First School 

• Grange View CE First School 

• Red Row First School 

• James Calvert Spence College (JCSC) 

Statutory consultation with these stakeholders and the parents and staff of Barndale 
House Special School has also taken place on a proposal to provide additional 
specialist SEND places to meet the growing need for places for children and young 
people diagnosed with a primary need of Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and 
Social, Emotional and Mental Health needs (SEMH) within the Coquet Partnership 
area.  This statutory proposal would see Barndale House Special School increase its 
planned pupil numbers from 60 to 110 through the creation of a satellite site at the 
South Avenue site of the current JCSC. 

http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=3281
http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=3281
http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=3281
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Cabinet approved the publication of both statutory proposals in the light of both the 
feedback received from the Governing Bodies in the Coquet Partnership and the 
proposed investment in school buildings in the partnership.  

If the Statutory Proposals are approved for publication, Cabinet would need to make a 
final decision on the proposals within two months of the end of the representation 
period I.e. by 20th December 2022. 

3) If you judge that this proposal is not relevant to some protected characteristics, tick 

these below (and explain underneath how you have reached this judgement). 

Disability    Sex     Age     Race     Religion     Sexual orientation     

People who have changed gender     Women who are pregnant or have babies 

Employees who are married/in civil partnerships 

4) The characteristics checked above are not relevant because: 

In the medium to long-term and in relation to both the reorganisation of the 

mainstream schools within the statutory proposal and the expansion of Barndale 

Special School onto a satellite site, there is no reason to believe that these statutory 

proposals would affect more positively or negatively than their peers any group of 

children, parents or staff linked with these schools defined by their religion, race or 

gender-reassignment status.  Should the Council decide to implement the statutory 

proposals, during the immediate process of transition, families would be invited to 

inform the Council that they are concerned about the impact that the change may 

have on the support networks for any individual children who may be at particular risk 

of harassment or discrimination. Reasonable adjustments would be made to support 

individual students where appropriate. 

As the statutory proposals do not include school closure proposals it is not envisaged 

that there would be any staff redundancies within the current first schools. Indeed, in 

relation to the first schools and to Barndale Special School, it is envisaged that 

additional staff would be needed to implement the proposed changes to these 

schools. 

James Calvert Spence College would no longer need staff for Year 5 and 6 classes as 

it would become an age 11-18 secondary school and therefore there may be some 

staff within that school that could become at risk of redundancy. A Staffing Protocol 

has been agreed with the Governing Bodies of all schools in the Coquet Partnership 

and with Barndale House Special School to ensure that all staff at risk of redundancy 

are provided with an opportunity to be considered for posts for which they apply in the 

first instance.  In addition, existing HR policies covering organisational change and 

redundancy would apply to staff employed at any of the maintained schools affected. 

These are designed to ensure that the equalities duties of the Council and the schools 

are fully met.  

Reasonable adjustments would be made for disabled members of staff. The Council 

operates a guaranteed interview scheme for disabled members of staff. 

 

PART 2 – Relevance to different Protected Characteristics 
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Answer these questions both in relation to people who use services and employees 

Disability 

Note: “disabled people” includes people with physical, learning and sensory 

disabilities, people with a long-term illness, and people with mental health problems.  

You should consider potential impacts on all of these groups. 

5) What do you know about usage of the services affected by this change, decision or 

proposal by disabled people, about disabled people’s experiences of it, and about 

any current barriers to access? 

October Census data is not yet available at the time of writing this EIA.  As at January 

2022, there were 11 students on roll at the first schools in Coquet Partnership who 

have been allocated an EHCP, while there were 10 students with an EHCP on roll at 

JCSC as at January 2022. 

It is therefore expected that a number of students on roll at these schools will have 

EHCPs by the time the proposal is planned to be implemented from September 2024.  

Should the proposal be approved, individual transition plans would be developed to 

ensure that the impact of the relocation on this group of students is minimal and 

planned for effectively.  

Any students who were offered a place at the proposed satellite site of Barndale 

House Special School in Amble would similarly have suitable transition plans in place 

in accordance with their needs. 

Any member of staff, or parent or a carer of a student at one of the schools who has a 

disability would not be affected disproportionately by the proposal as any reasonable 

adjustments or arrangements would be put in place at the new buildings as part of the 

design process. 

 6) Could disabled people be disproportionately advantaged or disadvantaged by the 

change, decision or proposal? 

Refer to para. 5 

7) Could the change, decision or proposal affect the ability of disabled people to 

participate in public life? (e.g., by affecting their ability to go to meetings, take up 

public appointments etc.) 

No evidence has arisen during the statutory consultation that the implementation of 

the statutory proposals would affect any current arrangements for disabled people to 

participate in public life.  However, in relation to residents living in the areas around 

the location of the school sites in particular, should any impact in this regard come to 

light, ameliorating and proportionate measures would be investigated to address any 

negative impact. 

 8) Could the change, decision or proposal affect public attitudes towards disabled 

people? (e.g., by increasing or reducing their presence in the community). 
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No evidence has arisen during statutory consultation to suggest that the 

implementation of the statutory proposals would affect public attitudes to disabled 

people.  However, should any impact in this regard come to light, ameliorating and 

proportionate measures would be investigated to address any negative impact. 

 9) Could the change, decision or proposal make it more or less likely that disabled 

people will be at risk of harassment or victimisation? 

No evidence has arisen during statutory consultation to suggest that the 

implementation of the statutory proposals would affect public attitudes to disabled 

people.  However, should any impact in this regard come to light, ameliorating and 

proportionate measures would be investigated to address any negative impact. 

10) If there are risks that disabled people could be disproportionately disadvantaged 

by the change, decision or proposal, are there reasonable steps or adjustments that 

could be taken to reduce these risks? 

The premise of the statutory proposal in relation to the reorganisation of the 

mainstream schools is that educational outcomes for all students in their schools 

would improve.   Therefore, it is envisaged there would be disproportionate 

advantage of the proposal to all students on roll at the relevant mainstream schools 

within the partnership.  

In relation to the development of a satellite site of Barndale House Special School in 

Amble, while it is also envisaged that their educational outcomes would improve, a 

key plank of this proposal is that students would also be able to access appropriate 

education for their needs as close  to their home communities as possible; this would 

reduce travelling times to school and also enabling them to develop friendships with 

students in their local area. It is therefore envisaged that these students would be 

disproportionately advantaged both educationally and socially. 

11) Are there opportunities to create positive impacts for disabled people linked to 

this change, decision or proposal? 

Should these statutory proposals be implemented, there would potentially be 

opportunities for positive impacts for disabled people within the design of the new 

buildings that are not currently in place in existing buildings. See also para. 10. 

 

Sex (Gender) 

12) What do you know about usage of the services affected by this change, decision 

or proposal in relation to people of a certain gender, about their experiences of it, and 

about any current barriers to access? 

Schools in the Coquet Partnership and Barndale House Special School are co-

educational.   

13) Could people of a certain gender be disproportionately advantaged or 

disadvantaged by the change, decision or proposal? 



- 93 - 

No evidence has arisen during statutory consultation to suggest that either boys or 

girls would be disproportionately advantaged or disadvantaged by the statutory 

proposals.  However, should these statutory proposal be approved for implementation, 

this EIA would be updated with any evidence where it suggested that there could be 

any gender based disproportionate advantage or disadvantage. 

14) Could the change, decision or proposal affect the ability of people of a certain 

gender to participate in public life? (e.g., by affecting their ability to go to meetings, 

take up public appointments etc.) 

There is currently no evidence from statutory consultation to suggest that the ability of 

people of a certain gender to participate in public life would be affected by the 

implementation of the statutory proposals.  However, should any impact in this regard 

come to light, ameliorating and proportionate measures would be investigated to 

address any negative impact. 

15) Could the change, decision or proposal affect public attitudes towards people of a 

certain gender (e.g., by increasing or reducing their presence in the community) 

There has been no evidence arising from statutory consultation to suggest that public 

attitudes to people with people of a certain gender would be affected by the proposals.  

However, ameliorating actions would be implemented in the event that issues were 

identified. 

16) Could the change, decision or proposal make it more or less likely that people of a 

certain gender will be at risk of harassment or victimisation? 

Should the statutory proposals be approved for implementation, the risk of harassment 

of victimisation of people of a certain gender, such as bullying, would be monitored.  

Should evidence be identified that risk of harassment had increased, relevant actions 

stated would be undertaken to address the reasons for harassment or victimisation, 

including awareness programmes. 

17) If there are risks that people of a certain gender could be disproportionately 

disadvantaged by the change, decision or proposal, are there reasonable steps or 

adjustments that could be taken to reduce these risks? 

No evidence has so far been identified to suggest that people of a certain gender 

could be disproportionately disadvantaged through the implementation of the statutory 

proposals.  However, ameliorating actions would be implemented in the event that 

issues were identified. 

18) Are there opportunities to create positive impacts for people with different sexual 

orientations linked to this change, decision or proposal? 

It is envisaged that the positive impacts of both statutory proposals would affect a 

people of different sexual orientations equally. However, while none have been so far 

identified, any opportunities to create positive impacts for people with different 

genders would be identified. 

Age 
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19) What do you know about usage of the services affected by this change, decision 

or proposal by people of different age groups, about their experiences of it, and about 

any current barriers to access? 

First schools in the Coquet Partnership provide education to young people from the 

age of 2,3 or 4 to age 9, while JCSC provides education to young people between the 

ages of 9 and 18.  Students on roll at these schools at the proposed date of 

implementation would be impacted. It is proposed that the new Barndale Special 

School satellite site would educate children and young people aged 2 to 18. 

Staff at the schools all schools identified in the statutory proposals are employed 

equitably in accordance with the relevant school and council’s employment policies.  

All appropriate HR processes and procedures would be adhered to throughout any 

staff consultation and redundancy process (if any were necessary) in line with NCC 

policies. 

20) Could people of different age groups be disproportionately advantaged or 

disadvantaged by the change, decision or proposal? 

 While the main premise of the statutory proposals is that students would be 

advantaged educationally and would enjoy an improved educational experience, there 

would be other positive impacts of the proposals such as shorter journeys to school 

e.g. for children attending first schools that become primaries, they would receive their 

Year 5 and 6 education at their local school, while children who may be allocated a 

place at the new Barndale Special school satellite would be likely to have a shorted 

journey to school than may have been the case if they attended an alternative 

specialist provision. Therefore, shorter journeys to school would be seen as 

advantageous to those students.  

21) Could the change, decision or proposal affect the ability of people of different age 

groups to participate in public life? (e.g., by affecting their ability to go to meetings, 

take up public appointments etc.) 

There is no evidence to suggest from statutory consultation that the statutory 

proposals would have any effect on the ability of different age groups to participate in 

public life. 

22) Could the change, decision or proposal affect public attitudes towards people of 

different age groups? (e.g., by increasing or reducing their presence in the community) 

There is no evidence to suggest from statutory consultation that the proposed 

statutory proposals would affect public attitudes to different age groups. 

24) If there are risks that people of different age groups could be disproportionately 

disadvantaged by the change, decision or proposal, are there reasonable steps or 

adjustments that could be taken to reduce these risks? 

Should the statutory proposals be approved for implementation and evidence come to 

light that there are risks that people of different age groups could be disproportionately 

disadvantaged by the proposal, this EIA would be updated, and reasonable steps 

approved to be implemented to address such risk. 
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25) Are there opportunities to create positive impacts for people of different age 

groups linked to this change, decision or proposal? 

The premise of the statutory proposals is to create a positive impact for all students on 

roll in schools in the Coquet Partnership and for those students who would be 

allocated a place at the Barndale Special School satellite site in relation to improved 

educational outcomes. 

Pregnancy and Maternity 

Note: the law covers pregnant women or those who have given birth within the last 26 

weeks, and those who are breast feeding. 

26) What do you know about usage of the services affected by this change, decision 

or proposal by pregnant women and those who have children under 26 weeks, about 

their experiences of it, and about any current barriers to access? 

There is no evidence to suggest that the statutory proposals would create any barriers 

to students accessing at any of the schools included in the statutory proposals as all 

students eligible for Home to School Transport would receive it. 

In relation to the proposed reorganisation of the Coquet Partnership mainstream 

schools, any parent of a student in a school in the partnership who may be pregnant 

or who has other children under 26 weeks old would not be disadvantaged as children 

in the first schools would stay at their school as it became primary up to the end of 

Year 6. This could therefore be advantageous to this protected group. 

Any staff of schools named in the statutory proposals who may be pregnant would 

have the same rights extended to them under reorganisation, or in the case of 

Barndale Special School, if such staff took up a post at the proposed satellite site in 

Amble. 

27) Could pregnant women and those with children under 26 weeks be 

disproportionately advantaged or disadvantaged by the change, decision or proposal? 

See para.26. 

     28) Could the change, decision or proposal affect the ability of pregnant women or 

those with children under 26 weeks participate in public life? (e.g., by affecting their 

ability to go to meetings, take up public appointments etc.) 

There is no evidence to suggest that the statutory proposals would have any effect on 

the ability of pregnant women or those with children under 26 weeks participate in 

public life under the proposals. 

29) Could the change, decision or proposal affect public attitudes towards pregnant 

women or those with children under 26 weeks? (e.g., by increasing or reducing their 

presence in the community) 

There is no evidence to suggest that the statutory proposal would have any effect on 

public attitudes to this protected group under the proposals. 
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30) Could the change, decision or proposal make it more or less likely that pregnant 

women or those with children under 26 weeks will be at risk of harassment or 

victimisation? 

No evidence has arisen during statutory consultation to suggest that the statutory 

proposals would make it more or less likely that this protected group would be at risk 

of harassment or victimisation under the proposals.  

31) If there are risks that pregnant women or those with children under 26 weeks 

could be disproportionately disadvantaged by the change, decision or proposal, are 

there reasonable steps or adjustments that could be taken to reduce these risks? 

No, for the reasons set out at para. 26. 

32) Are there opportunities to create positive impacts for pregnant women or those 

with children under 26 weeks linked to this change, decision or proposal? 

See para. 26. 

Sexual Orientation 

Note: The Act protects bisexual, gay, heterosexual and lesbian people. 

33) What do you know about usage of the services affected by this change, decision 

or proposal by people with different sexual orientations, about their experiences of it, 

and about any current barriers to access? 

There is currently no evidence to suggest that any student on roll in a school named in 

the statutory proposals or a member of staff who identifies as LGBT employed by 

these schools would be disproportionately impacted positively or negatively should 

approval be given to implement the proposal.   

However, should any pupil or member of staff who identifies with this group be 

identified as requiring support, the authority would encourage staff of schools named 

in the statutory proposals to use the Stonewall Education champion’s resources and to 

increase awareness of any potential issues such as increased risk of bullying. 

Should a member of staff identifying as LGBT in a school in the schools named in the 

statutory proposals feel that their support networks have been disrupted, staff would 

be made aware of the support available through the Council’s LGBT staff group and 

managers will be made aware of the guide to supporting LGBT staff on the Council 

Equality and Diversity webpage.  HR policies aim to promote equality and inclusion. 

34) Could people with different sexual orientations be disproportionately advantaged 

or disadvantaged by the change, decision or proposal? 

There is currently no evidence from statutory consultation to suggest that different 

sexual orientations would be disproportionately advantaged or disadvantaged by the 

implementation of the statutory proposals.  However, ameliorating actions stated in 

para. 33 would be implemented in the event that issues were identified. 
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35) Could the change, decision or proposal affect the ability of people with different 

sexual orientations to participate in public life? (e.g., by affecting their ability to go to 

meetings, take up public appointments etc.) 

No evidence arose during statutory consultation to suggest that the ability of people 

with different sexual orientations to participate in public life would be affected by the 

implementation of the statutory proposals.  However, ameliorating actions stated in 

para. 33 would be implemented in the event that issues were identified. 

36) Could the change, decision or proposal affect public attitudes towards people with 

different sexual orientations? (e.g., by increasing or reducing their presence in the 

community) 

No evidence arose during statutory consultation to suggest that public attitudes to 

people with different sexual orientations.  However, ameliorating actions stated in 

para. 33 would be implemented in the event that issues were identified. 

37) Could the change, decision or proposal make it more or less likely that people with 

different sexual orientations will be at risk of harassment or victimisation? 

Should the statutory proposals be approved for implementation, the risk of harassment 

of victimisation of people with different sexual orientations would be monitored.  

Should evidence be identified that risk of harassment had increased, the relevant 

actions stated in para. 33 would be implemented. 

There is currently no evidence to suggest that any member of the public, or pupil in 

one of the schools named in the statutory proposals, or parent of a pupil on roll in the 

schools named in the statutory proposals or member of staff employed in one of the 

schools named in the statutory proposals who identifies as LGBT would be more or 

less likely to be at risk of harassment or victimisation. However, should any of this 

group of people who identifies within this protected group be identified as at risk as a 

result of the implementation of these proposals, the authority would encourage the 

staff of the relevant schools to use the Stonewall Education champion’s resources and 

to increase awareness of any potential issues such as increased risk of bullying. 

38) If there are risks that people with different sexual orientations could be 

disproportionately disadvantaged by the change, decision or proposal, are there 

reasonable steps or adjustments that could be taken to reduce these risks? 

No evidence has arisen during statutory consultation to suggest that people with 

different sexual orientations could be disproportionately disadvantaged through the 

implementation of the statutory proposals.  However, ameliorating actions stated in 

para. 33 would be implemented in the event that issues were identified. 

39) Are there opportunities to create positive impacts for people with different sexual 

orientations linked to this change, decision or proposal? 

While none have been so far identified, any opportunities to create positive impacts for 

people with different sexual orientations would be implemented, possibly through the 

implementation of the actions set out in para. 33. 
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Human Rights 

40) Could the change, decision or proposal impact on human rights? (e.g., the right to 

respect for private and family life, the right to a fair hearing and the right to education) 

While there is no specific evidence to suggest that the implementation of the proposal 

would impact positively on human rights, the rationale for this proposal as originally 

consulted on is to provide improved educational outcomes for all students on roll in 

schools in the Coquet Partnership and for those students who would be allocated a 

place at the satellite site of Barndale Special School in Amble, with a view to 

improving the life chances of those students. 

 

 PART 3 - Course of Action 

Based on a consideration of all the potential impacts, indicate one of the following as an 

overall summary of the outcome of this assessment: 

X 
 

The equality analysis has not identified any potential for discrimination or 

adverse impact and all opportunities to promote equality have been taken. 

 
The equality analysis has identified risks or opportunities to promote better 

equality; the change, decision or proposal would be adjusted to avoid risks 

and ensure that opportunities are taken should they be required. 

 

 

The equality analysis has identified risks to equality which will not be 

eliminated, and/or opportunities to promote better equality which will not be 

taken.  Acceptance of these is reasonable and proportionate, given the 

objectives of the change, decision or proposal, and its overall financial and 

policy context. 

 The equality analysis shows that the change, decision or proposal would 

lead to actual or potential unlawful discrimination or would conflict with the 

Council’s positive duties to an extent which is disproportionate to its 

objectives.  It should not be adopted in its current form. 

41) Explain how you have reached the judgement ticked above and summarise any 

steps which will be taken to reduce negative or enhance positive impacts on equality. 

From the initial analysis of the possible negative or positive impacts of the statutory 

proposals on the groups with protected characteristics, the premise of the proposasl as 

originally consulted on suggests that students on roll at schools in the Coquet 

Partnership and those students who would be allocated a place at the satellite site of 
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Barndale Special School in Amble would be disproportionately advantaged.  Should a 

decision be made by the Council’s Cabinet to approve the implementation of the 

statutory proposals, any evidence arising during implementation that suggests that 

there could be possible negative impacts, identified risks would be analysed to 

establish whether or not there were certain risks to any or all of those groups.  Steps to 

reduce negative impacts or enhance positive impacts would then be defined. 

PART 4 - Ongoing Monitoring 

42) What are your plans to monitor the actual impact of the implementation of the 

change, decision or proposal on equality of opportunity? (include action points and 

timescales) 

This EIA has assessed in the light of feedback from the informal and statutory 

consultation periods set out earlier in this report.  Should the proposals be approved for 

implementation, the EIA would be further updated during the implementation period.  

Appropriate action would be identified in the light of the consultation and where 

necessary, an action plan with timescales developed. 

PART 5 - Authorisation 

Name of Head of Service and Date Approved 

  

  

Once completed, send your full EIA to: Irene.Fisher@northumberland.gov.uk. A summary 
will then be generated corporately and published to the Council’s website. 

 

mailto:Irene.Fisher@northumberland.gov.uk

